Multis enim notissirna est
sanctitas loci: Paulinus and the
Gradual Rise of Nola as a
Center of Christian Hospitality!

SIGRID H. MRATSCHEK

Thanks 10 the nerwork of hospitality created by Paulinus, Mola was
rransformed from a rural sancruary ro a prominent cultural and ascetic center
in lvaly, becoming & major stop on the route from East ro West and from
South to Borch, as well as to the imperial coust. This paper, offered as a
supplement 1o the recent works on Paulinus, presents the first prosopo-
graphical analysis and chronological iist of che visitors. Previously ignored
sources not only provide an insight into the difierent social classes and aims of
Paubinus’ guests, bur also iluminare the role rhe monastery played in religious
politics under Honorius.

1. THE SILENCE OF AN AUTHOR

When Paulinus and his wife settled 2t Nola to “rencunce” che world, the
place didn’t remain as lonely as it had been. Recently much tme and

1.1 am grateful to E. A, Clark {Dake Univ, Durham) and D0 E. Trour (Columbia,
Missourt), to whom we owe the pionesring works on Melania and Pavhinus, for
including this contribution in this volume. It is based on my forthcoming book Der
Briefroechsel des Pawdinus von Nola. Koremmntkation wwd soziale Kontakte ywischen
christlichen Intellekmellen, manuscript, Frankfurr am Main, 1598, 676 pp,, 18 ill.,
Hypomnernara 134 {Gomringen: Vandenhoeck and Ruprecht); cited here as Rriefivechsel.
Thae lerters and poerns of Pavlinas of Nola are quoted fram the 2nd edition ol W. von
Hartel und M, Kampraer, CSEL 2% and 30 {Clavis Patrim Latinorum, 2nd ed., 202—
3). The English rranslavion of individual passages from the poems and letters are—
with a few minor corrections—taken from P G, Walsh, Letters of Saint Pawdinus of
Nola 1-2, ACW 35-36 {Mew York: Ramsey, 1366-67), The Poems of Paulinus of
Nola, ACW 40 {New York: Ramsey, 1975} and W Parsons, Saimt Aupustine, Letters,
1, 4; NPNF 12, 30. I am indebred ro 12, G, Wigg for eextual improvements, to H.
Sivan and JECSs anonymous referers for thewr supporrive suggestions,
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effort has been spent (e.g. by D. E. Teout, M. Skeb, J. Desmulliez, C. Cony-
beare, and recently published by R. Kirstein} in showing how Nola rose
to become a famous religious and cultural center, as well as showing the
web of spiritual ideas which was hidden behind this external change.
Nevertheless the picture remains incomplete and strangely blurred, if itis
based solely or eves mainly on the protagonist's own description of the
ascetic center he created, found in his letrers and poems.

Much like Ambrose and Basil of Caesarea, the one-time senator saw no
contradiction in combining ascetic ideals with active participation in
public and ecclesiastical affairs. But the fact that he remains stubbornly
silent on the marter has led many contemporary and modern scholars to
assuriie the opposire. This paper presents the first prosopographical analysis
of mpre than forty visitors whose names are known to us, as well as of the
numerous groups of travellers. It widens our horizon and gives examples
of the role the monastery played in religious politics under Henorius, and
the impulses &t provided in solving conflicts between state and church.
Previously ipnored sources from other collections of letters, the minutes
of African synods, imperial rescripts and letrers illuminate the diplomaric
activities that took place in rthe monastery at Nola, but about which
Paulinus himself remains silent,

Paulinus’ mative in founding his monastic community—and in his
annual pigrimage to the feast of the Apostles at Rome—was not only
rooted in his personal reverence for the saints, but also in a desire to have
his ascetic ideals recognised by the elites of the Empire and the Church.
The analysis of the visitors to Nola and their individual historical con-
texts reveals how the ever-changing stream of visitors altered the face of
rhe monastic community. Mola's gradual rise reflects the individual phases
of the gradual recognition which Paulinus sought and achieved first in
monastic circles, then ameng the Christian, aristocraue and episcopal
elites, and finally av the imperial court. Accordingly special enphasis is
placed on exploring and tracing in detail the network of hospitality
created by Paulinus around Nola, and on the concomitant rise of Nola
from an obscure provincial center to 2 major stop on the routes from East
to West and from South to Nocth, as well as to the imperial court.

2. HOSPITALITY

In order to gain recognition for his aims, the originally contentious icader
of the new ascetic movement used the conventional concepts of amicitia
and hospitizon, whereas Jerome demanded that monks should five alone
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{solus) and withdrawn (secreto’.? Paulinus’ claim that his home before the
gates of Nola was remote, and that his lifestyle was withdrawn, alfowing
bim only pceasional contacts with passersby or holy brothers' 15 to be
taken as a literary ropos designed to excuse his belated reaction ro an
important event.* Neither did he adhere to the stricr schematic separation
propagated by Jerome, according to which clergy, priests, and bishops
were responsible for the “crowd of people™ in their communities “in the
rowns,” while monks chose to withdraw ¥into solitude™ and “to the
country,”* An ascetic way of life went hand-in-hand with openmindedness.
The guest became the embaodiment of Christ,® and hospitality, quite apart
from its religious value, was a publica species bumanitatis.” Nobody
followed the call ro hospirality (bospitroen) which he had himself issued to

2. Ep. 58.4.2 {USEL 54:532): Revera . . . differentias i focis arbitror, sié w bibus et
frequentia arburs derelicta in agello babites et Uhristurn guoeras m solituidine ot ores

solus ... thid,, 3 ip. 532 £.): Sed de monacho ef monacko quondam apud saacudum
nobii [in contrast to the epiéscop, presbyteri and clerict] . . . ut humiliter et secreto
victitans . . . . But note C. Convheare, Paulinus Noster: Self and Symibols in the Letters

of Paulimes of Nole {Oxford: Oxford Umiversity ress, 20000, 60-90 on the difference
between amicitia and caritas Christi.

3. Paulinas, ep. 13.2: Neque videar de neglegentia tud senieg audisse, cunt ipsa me et
loci resmotio ef propositi ratio deferdat, guo secreius ac taciins agens neque videre nisi
raros pragtersuntivm possare neque terrogere de sanclis fratribus ai caros volo.

4, Misunderstood by F. Lagrange, Geschichte des beiligen Pauluses von Noia
{Mainz: E Kirehheim, 1882), 176 f.: “Von vomberein bestand cine vollkomemane
Trennung vorn der welilichen Cesellschaft, eine wirkliche Einsambkeit, Selbst das
Gerdusch von Nola . . . konnte niche bis dalun dringen. Aofer den Reisenden und
Pilgern, die das Grab oder die Einsiedler besuchten, sazh Pavlinus niermand und lebee
aur mit seinen Briidern und Gott.” Tor the contrary view see . Fabre, Saint Foulin e
Famitié chrétienne {Paris: £, de Boccard, 1949}, 4044, esp. 40: “La commumauté de
Paulin & Mole n'est done pas un faic isolé.” 1bid., 3r “Lliselement de Pauln est trés
relani”

3. The comrasting terms are wrbibug af frequentia wurbiwm {irnagello .. et .
solitudme isee n. 2}, The correspondents from ehe three most famous ascenc centers,
Pavlinus, Augustine, and Jerome, were monks and priests at the same time; see A, de
Vioghé, Fistoire lintérare du mouvenemt monastigae dans antiquité. Premiére partie:
Lo munachtsme larir, 2 (Paris: Les Edivions do Cerf) 1993}, ch. 7 “Néponien et Paulin
prétres moines,” 351-81, passim. Auvgustine {Sermo 3350 Stromata Patristica
Mediaevalia 1:125-26), bishop of Hippa, described his ressdence caregorically as a
monasterivm clericorunt,

&. Already in NT, Marr 2535 znd 40; particularly Tor bishops 1 Tim 3.2. See
H. Welie, “Gastfrenndschaft,” RAC 8 {1972%: 1103 L

7. Ambrose, De offtcis ministrorwen 2. 20103 (ML 16:131): Commendat plerosgue
etinnr bospitalitas, Est enim publica spocies bumanitatis, wt peregrinns hospitio non
egeal, suscipiatur officiose. pateat advenipnii 1anua.
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Pammachius better than Paulinus: “Let us also, open our homes to our
brothers, . . . as we assist the passage of every stranger with ready
kindness.”® Hospitality played such an important part in his thoughts
that he thoughr of himself as the guest of the saint whose remains he
honoured in situ: Felix was the master of the house, the dominaedius of
Nola? Paulinus congratulated his friend Sulpicius Severus, because the
possession of the relics of Clarus meant that he had the honour of having
the saint as a “permanent guest.” ¥

3. THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE LOCAL PILGRIM CENTER

Paulinus’ role as an outsider, and the fact that he felt tied only o his
“invisible companion” Felix, guaranteed him a great degree of indepen-
dence from the mutual rivalry of Christian centers.” As a resulc his
monastery became a point of contact for rhe most diverse social, relipious
and cultural groupugs within Roman urban and provincial sociery. Quite
apart from the hordes of pilgrims that streamed to Felix’s grave cach year,
the poor and sick also resided there, and refugees from the aristocracy,
delegations of bishops, clerics and monks from other ascetic centors were
looked after as guests and shown hospitality.?? This hospitality alone,
with which Paulinus received visitors from quite diverse social back-
grounds, shows that he had absolutely no intention of isolating his mon-
astety from the outside world.

Thanks to the building work he had conducted as governor of Campania,
Paulinus had already organized the infrastructure necessary for the pil-
grim center and his guests. In 380 he had at his own expense built the
road thatled from Mola ro St. Felix’s grave ™* At rhe samie time he had had
the xenadochium buiit, a long columned hall which housed the poor and

B. Ep. 1321 Aperiamus ¢t nos domicibia nostra fratribus . ., dumi ominds edvenae
rrawsitams prowply Bumaniiate suscipins.

2. Panlinus, ep. §.15; 18.3; 28.6; 29.13; 32.10; carm, 23109, See also Wehy,
“Gastfrenadschalfe,” 1117 £

10, Ep. 32.6:, . illaw won manufactem in domestica tua ecclesia gratiam dei, qua
perpetunm Hb: Bosprent in ea Claran largitus est, silere non patus.

11, P Brown, The Cult of the Samts: {ts Rise and Function i Latin Christianity
{Chicago: The Universicy of Chicago Press, 1881}, 55 (.

12} T Lieahard, Poufinus of Maola and early Western Monasticism, Theophaneia
28 (Bonn: P Hlanstein, 1977), 38 £. On the topos see D, Goree, “Die Gastéreundlichkeit
dee alichristlichen Einsiedler und Monche,” JHAC 15 {1972} 66-91 and D. Goree,
O. Hilthrunner, H. Wehr, “Gastfresrdschaft,” 1061-123.

13 Paulinus, caren, 21382 F.o . . . coerst tacitn insprrans curans meibyi mente jiheres
[se. Felix] puariri sternique viaw.
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the sick;-and flanked the Basilica Vewus.™ Some timme “later™ he had a
second story added, where he fived with Therasia and his followers (rostris
... cellis).Y As he needed acrommodation and hoped thar the monastic
communiry would expand quickly, irs founder had probably already be-
gun with the extension of the hospice by 395.'* Arany rate, soon after his
arrtval he invited his Galiic friend Sulpicius Severus to visit him, and w
five at Felix’s grave in his monasterium.'” The monastic building he men-
tions in his letter is almost certainly the xenodochium near Felix's grave. '

Apart from Paulinus’ own room, in the upper story of the living
quarcers there were sufficient guest rooms (cefluli bospitales) for Melania
the eider to lodge there in 400 with all her senatorial relatives and ser-
vants: “But our modest rooms {fugurium}, which float above the earth in
the form of an upper story, and are separated from the gueses” cells by a
portics, are quirte extensive” is how Panlinus'® explained arrangements

14, [bid., ALIR2-86: comn . . . puibi . .. iuberes [sc. Felixi . . | adtiguomgie tuis
lomgo conswrgere fracte culmusbus tegimen, sul: quo prior usus egestum incoluit. CE
A88-91: Swbdita pauperibus farndatur porticus aegris . . . bospitiis inopumaque
salubria praestat vulneribus postris consortia sede sub ana. ... The chuech next to the
hospice was the old church of 5. Felix, not the Basilica Mova, which had not yet even
been planned in 380: see R. C. Goldschinide, Paulimas” Churches at Nols: Texts,
Translations and Lommentary (Amsterdam: Mocd-Hollandische Ulgevers Maat-
schappii, 1940), 174 [; and T. Lehmann, Pawlinus Nolanus und die Basilica Nova i
CinvititeiNola (Dissertation, Minster, 19943, 164

15. Paulinus® room was not in che upper story, but in the annexe of the Basilica
Vetus, see Paulinos, carm. 21.386 £ Post baec geminato tegmine crevit structa domus,
nostris guac mnc raaned ospita ceflés, $oid., 388 £ and ep, 29.13 {an. 14 and 19). O
this pmey Lehmann, Bagifica Nova, 263, conmra D. Korol, “Neues zur Geschichte der
verchreen Griber und des zentralen Bezirkes des Pilgerheiligtums in Ciminle/Nola,”
JOAC 35 (1992): Be £

16, Discussed in derad by Lehmano, Basilice Nova, 267, who suggests thar
huilding work commenced before 4013, in early 400 at the fatesc.

17. Paulinus, ep. 5.15: Tum ego te now i monastero fasntors wicind markyris
inguilinam . . . locabo. See the derailed description belony, ep. 2513 {n. 191

18. For the view that there was only one xemodochnon in Nofa, see Q. Filtbrunnes,
“Herberge,” RAC 14 (1988 619; Lienhard (Monasticism, 65) identifies che pilgrims’
cells mentioned i carm. 27.395 U, {loc. cit. q, 21) with the monasterion. Lebmann's
suggestion {Basitica Nova, 267) that a new hospice was built besulde the old one s
unsupporred.

19, Ep. 29.13: Tugurmem yero nostrom, quod o terva suspessirn cemaculo g
portics celiahs haspitalibus interposita longivs tenditur, quast dilatur: gratia dosmenr
aon sanctis <corrs ifla plirinns, sed etiam divittm diorum catervis non sreapares
anguestias praehuedt, 1 quo personis prerorumt ac Wrghiam choris wieina dosinaedii
nostrt Felieis cudmiing resultabant, Coramentary by Lelinana, Basilica Nova, 266 |
maceucate and misleading is Goldschmide {Chrorches, 175, and followmg him Walsh,
Poems, 389, . 53}, who does not interpret the PPV inferposua as an abl, abs, celaring
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to his fricnd Sulpicius Severus in the hope that he would visit him, “God
in His kindness seemed to make this bigger, and it afforded modest but
not too constricted accommodation not only for the numerous holy ladies
who accompanied Melania, but also for the bands of rich people as well.
The ringing choirs of boys and maidens in the cottage made the nearby
roof of our patron St Felix resound.” Women and men were accommo-
dared separately, and four paintings, of Judith and Esthier, Job and Tobit,
perhaps denoted the relevant rooms in the gueses’ quarters, Paulinus, his
monks and favoured guests {baxd} resided in the upper story, from where,
once the new basilica had been completed, they had a direct view fromthe
window of the altar and its collection of reliquaries, while the ground
floor was resecved for the masses of egentes, pauperes, inopes and aegri®
Pavlinus regarded them as forming “the foundations™ of the building
with their prayers.?

In courrast to the visitors {rom the Roman urban aristocracy and the
upper echelons of the church, the pilgrims who flocked to the sire every
year on the day of the saint’s feast on 14 January, and the exchanges
between monasteries were a “normal” part of everyday life, The pilgrims
were generally poor people from the nearby provinces of Campania,
Lucania, Calabria and Latum® Many who came to take part in the

(o wrtg portice, bur links @ with fugarion and regards callidis bospitalibus as an
ablative instead of a darive: “Gur modest abode . | . separated from the ground by a
cloister with litrde cells for guests. . . ." On the cenacalim, originally a refectory, but
meaning upped story, see Goldschmide, Charches, 139, and Lehmann, Basifice Nowe,
266, comtra G Sanraniello, Paoling di Nola. Le Lettere 2, Strenae Nolanes § {Naples:
Isritate Ansebmi di Marighane, 1992}, 175,

20. Paulinus, carm. 28.34-17. According to A. Weis, “Die Wertellung der
Bildeezyklen des Paulin von Noia in den Kirchen von Cimitile {Campanden),” R(J 52
PE9ST) 13/ b and L:enilan{, Noenasticism, 71 the paimed celle wopr mart =4 the
pilgrims’ bespice, Flowever, this need not be the case: 320 L Junod-Ammerbauer,
“Les comstructions de Mole et Vesthétique de saine Paulin,” REAug 24 {19781 30 f,
and Lehoann, Basiliva Nova, 292 . The latrer points out that a depicrion of Judith
and Tobit is wnparalleled in early Christian art.

2L Paclinus, carm. 27.395-97; 401 . . . comspice swrswm inpositas longis
duplicato tegmine cellas porticibus, metanda bonis habitocula digwe .| spectant de
superis altaria tute feneserss . ... On the poor and sick, loc. it (o, 14} Lienhard,
Menasticesm, 71 £ and Weis, “Bilderayklon,” 135, oncthe other hand, suggest that the
needy and the pilgrirns wers accommodated together with the “disunguished guesis

oo the geound floor™ See Lehmann, Basilica Mowve, 266, n. 983,

22, Carmy, 20.392-%4: . . | commuoda proestemus nobis wb gwmica vigissing,
fundarmpnta i confirpient nosirg precanies, #Os fratersta opy frvearnus corpora
recion,

3. E’m:iirms, CoArtit. E4.65~—70‘ cf. 20.117 f: Prapterea hzuit;’, SHT FHOS depntio
sevtatis gedsbes aiuderat diversis oris .. .. On Nola as the goal of pilprimages see
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celebrations were all too pleased to fiind cheap accommodation in neachy
farms,™ as not everybody could be lodged in the crammed monastic
buildings and houses around the martyr’s grave.® Paulinus tried out new
avenues for a pilgrimage which did not extend beyond the local region
and the boundary of the province of Campania, whereas in his letters he
issucd invitations to the various communities of monks in the Western
Empire scattered around the Mediterranean—a situation which revenls
that for him the Eastern Empire was already remote.

4, LOOKING OUT FOR CONTACTS

Pauhinus’ new foundation had to cope with setbacks in its first years.? As
early as the spring of 395, even before he had arrived in Nola, he urged
his best friend Sulpicius Severus¥ to leave Gaul and to embark an a
peregrinatio pro Christo for Easter to Rarcelona, or to ltaly o the grave
of the manyr Felix in Nola—withour success.”™ In spring 396 he ex-
pressed the desite to get to know Avgustine personally:” “Tlove you, and
feel the desire to see you,”™® he wrote, and sent his regacds to his follow-
ers. Augusting, who soon afterwards in summer assumed the office of
hishop of Hippo, never came. Severus rwice became sick when he planned

V. Saxer, “Pilgerwesen in ltalien und Rom,” in Akten des XU Iwrernationalen
Kongresses fiir christliche Archiologie, Bonn, 22.~28, Sepr. 19%1, JhAC Erg. Rd.
20.1-2 {Minster: Aschendorffsche Verlagsbuchhandlung, 1995), 1: 46-51.

24, FPaulinus, carm. 20.341-44: Propterea procul bine secreto in rire remotam
conlenti subiere casam, qua marne parabant ad reditiom proferre pedem, cunr prina
ruberet pariariens aurora diers. 1hid,, 124 £

25. Paulinus, germ. 20.337-40: Ergo sdcrom buc veneve 0cum votisque patratis
hospituen rediere susm pon commmaus isting. Nam fum forte domens, guae circa
ryerfyris aulam, mplerat solitis densets frequentia terbis,

26, Jerome’s caregorical warning {ep. 58.6.2-4: CSEL §4:535 L} wo Paulinus v
spend the moaey exclusively on the poor, tather than on expensive chureh buildings,
subsequently proved o be unfounded.

27. Packinus {ep. 11.6} said of hine Vere ergpo ru nobis 1 parens ef frater et
proximus es. On the vitae anticitia and religious caritas which vmied them {ep. 1131,
see Fabre, Amitié, ch. 3. on the “theary of friendship.”

28. Paulinus, efr. V100 . .| exi de farre tun et de cognatione toa . . | Festina yenire
ad nos, i comminie conpendinme gocepturus ot daturus fides supplententa.

2%, 1bid., 6.3: . . . ut etiam in carng faciom team videreris,

30. Paraphrase of Paulinus, ep. 6. 2-3. On the charactesisation of friendship see the
expressions {ep. 6.2): amoresm o te mostrpmeenon . . affect mudes—inditarn
dilectiones tuam . . . quasi veteren caritatem resumere videremur. Ihid., 6.3 Quare
wtinam boc quogie nobis nromes adiveret pratia dei ., ut viwim i carne faciom
tuam videresmus. Non solum desiderirs nostris magmem conferretur gaudine | |
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to set off on the journey’® Thereafter for a while there is no further

mention of the Camparnian monks, clergy, and laymen who had paid their
respecrs to Paulinus after his arrival 2

The situation changed gradually, One year after Paulinus and his wife
Therasia had settled at Nola the monastic community was enlarged. In
summer 396 Proforus, a converted Jew, arrived, as well as a devour
Chrisman called Restiturus.® Paulinus intensified his efforts; he wrote to
Sulpicius Severus that these two also sent their greetings, felt drawn o
him and longed to see him.3* Quite apart from orher altruistic reasons,
Paulinus’ real desire that Severus visit him was motivated by the prospecr
that he and his fellow monks might add to the community ar Nola, which

R

at this carly stage was still smail: “Iconfess, however, that though nothing
could give me greater pleasure than your presence here, my longing for
your coming has been more ardently fired because you have promised ro
bring here many spiritual brothers with you,” Paulinus planned to re-
ceive his friend "in the monastery not merely as a ladger of the marcys,
wha lies close by,” bur also to involve him in ranning ir.* In his fantasies
he described the arrival in Nola of Severus’ company of domiing mercettnarit

31, Paulines, e, §.8: . .. qui (e, Jeverus) bus geminas, ut indicasss, segritudines
pertalisti . . ..

32, On the fratruem monackorum, antistitam clerfcorum gtyue etignt ipsorum sacpe
sazetdarmeen officia {Paulinus, ep. 5.141, see Mratschek, Briefuechsel, 501 L

33, Nor the “beiden hebrdischen Proselyten” or “deux Juils converdis,”™ as
suggested by A, Buse, Poulin, Bischof von Nola und seine Zeit, 350450 {Regenshurg:
G, ]. Manz, 18563, 1:233 and Fabre, Arri, 49, but two persons. See . Desmuliiez,
La Campanie chréitiense. Recherches de prosopographie et d'bistoire sociale (Thesis,
Paris, Sorhonne, 1982), 373 and 384 s.v. Proforus and Restitatus, of. o, 34,

340 Ep, 3.19. on Sulpicius Severus® fraternitas: Safutant vos omnes, gui in domina
sobiscum sunt, ut ex Hebraeis Proforus £t Restititus aomans dontinsm et te in Christo
compertiurs didigens et myilivm desiderans, UG, Walsh’s iLetters, 1:223, n. 84} con-
jecture based on the argument that “the parnciples suggest that only one person is
mearioned” s incorrect. According o the rules of congruency the participial
aunibutes (et . .. diligens et . . . desiderans) agree with the nearest substantive, in this
case Restiturus, ¢ven when there ars swo people, sce Ho Menge, Repetitors der
lateriischen Syntax und Stfishl (Munh's M. Hoeber Verlag, 15813 2.9 €11, The
chiasmus of rhe names, and the parallelism which follows, are further indicarions that
the oniginal readiag of the MSS as accepred by W. von Hartel s by no means corrupt.

35. Ep. $5.i5: Fateor autems, et mubi nibil praesentia tea gratius dar posse,
accnsirn eyse desiderivess e flagrantins m praesentiom tham, quod mudtos fratres
spurstales tecurt nobis adfore spopondisti. CE .13 {other reasons for accepting the
mvitation) and 3,13 {fratersitatem tuame contite electorum der coborte verientems,

36, Being in charge of the cult cencer is clothed in the meraphor of caring for the
“Garden of Paradise,” sce Panlinus, efr. 5.05: Tum ego te non in monasterio tantion
vicii martyris ingualpae, sed eriam in borio eiusdem colonunr locabo |, .
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ef cooperantes, and imagined how he rushes to meet him and greets him
wirh 2 brotherly kiss.?

Paulinus’ disappointment was that much greater when his repeared
invitations ro Severus fell on deaf ears.”® “Come to vs,” he urged him,
“and tf you can, fly to us,”* and felt deeply insulted when three years later
the fatter had still nor made the effort to leave Gaul. He attributed this to
the rivalry between the saints, Martin and Felix. Quite apart from his
disappoinument over his longtime friend’s continued absence, we can de-
tect a degtee of jealousy, for Sulpicius Severus was a frequent guest of the
bishop of Tours, a frequentator Martini*® “1 grow tired of inviting and
awaiting you . . . . How you can plead sickness rather than laziness or
exchusiveness, | do not know,” he complained. “For you counld have vis-
ited me and hastened back within a year. The effort would have been only
rhe same as you have repeatedly expended on travelling in Gaul all these
years, visiting Tours and more distant places, often more than once, within
the same summer ! In his biography Sulpicius Severus desctibed in derail
how Martin had received hym in Marmourier: “He deigned (0 admit me 1o
fellowship with him. He went so far as in person to present me with warer
to wash my hands, and at eventide he himself washed my feer. "%

37. In the seyle of the elegiac fantasy {e.p., Tib. 1.51. CL. Pashnus, 2p. 5.16: Videre
ergo iam mibi videor bortbim wpsm advertantibus tecwrn domini marcennarus et
cooperantibus cultiorem . .. Lam et domestica mibi post osculum sancton gadia
mgnte £ COQItations Propono . . ..

3%, Maulinus, epp. 1 (o Barciney; 5; 115 17 (1o Nolal

19, Ep, 11.14; see M. K. Chadwick, Poetry and Letters in Early Christian Ganl
{London: Bowes & Bowes, 1253}, 72.

40. Paulinus, ep. 11,13 {397). Paulinus and the young lawyer Sulpicius Severus had
been friends at Gaud, see ibid. 5.5: Seveons being a fidelis amicus and i speculari prius
amngitia difectisshnus, Marin of Tours probably died as late as 401, thus recendy
T.D. Barnes, “The Historin Augusts and Chosrian Hagiography,” i A der
Convegni sulla Historia Avgusta Vil Histariae Augustae Collogquuen Genevense, ed.
F. Paschoud {Bari: Edipuglia, 19993 3341, esp. 37; of. §. Mrawschek, “Der Tod des
Martin von Tours und die spidte Ankunf des Monches Viclor o Nola" (in
preparation}, lt is not smpossible that the HA cannot be more closely dated than
zbout 400 (393 or 410} and (he exact date remains contentious, Fabre’s dare of 337
for Paulinus, ¢p. 11 only means thar Severus' Vit was written during the saints
lifetime, without telling us anything about the date of his death, see Essai sur lo
chronologie de Poewure de Satnr Panlin de Nole (Paris: Les Belles Levzes, 1948), 25 {.

41, Panhinus, ap. 17.1, 4 written in 398: (1) Bt invaando te e expectando defess:
swemes . . . . (4) Causarn infirnutaterm magis guam preritiam vel exceprioaen:
personarum qui possis, nescio, cwmn bra annwm eader opera ad nos potuerts
pervenire ag recurreve, gui Gallicanus peragrinationes tof annis feeguentas et ilesals
saepe intra unapt gestatem excirsibus Turonos el remottorg wsitas,

42, Sulpicius Severus, Vita Marrini 233 (SC133310% . . aon me sancto comvwia
suo dignatus ssset adbibere, dgquam manibus nosieis ipse obtuld. Ad vespersan autem
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Paulinus found the frequent lotrers no substituce for Severus’ wisit
Rather they only served 1o deepen his desire for the praesentia of his
friend "* Afver their alienation and reconciliation the two restricted their
contacts to exchanging letters. They followed with great interest each
othery everyday life, and exchanped sketches of plans to make their
churches greater and more beawtiful, The relationship with Victricius,
whom Paulinos had met as a young senator in 386 in Vienne, was no
different. When the bishop of Rouen stayed in Rome in the winter of
403/4,* Paulinus regretred that he had departed withour visiting hini:
“The source of my bitterness and grief was your failure 1o make the short
fourney from Rome to Mola as I had hoped after you had covered such
tracts of territory to reach the capital, ™

Once again Paulinus analyzed the reasons for the bishop’s premature
retarn to notthern Gaul, “Would not God's hand, which had guided you
so far, have been sufficient wo bring you here?” he contemplated iu his
letter to Vietticius.® “But my sins threw up a great wall before my
longings and keptus apart . ... Even if vou had come av all, I should still
have heen equally distant from your holy person, since the great inequai-
ity of our virtues and the gap between our merits could not have been
beidged or joined by travel.™ The monk’s hwmilitas in the face of a
superior yvoices the accusation that Victricius had shunned him, bur had
nevertheless taken advantage of the chance of an andience with the influ-
enrial bishop of Rome, Innocent L

pedes nobis ipse abluit ... See Fontaine's commenrary (SC [15:1052-56) and Goren,
“Castfreundlichheit,” 84 . Victor, a monk from Martin’s community, carried out the
ritval washing of Ris hose Paulinug’ feet, in accordance with the sacri Martind actus
fep. 23.4),

43, Paulinus, efr. 23.1 {eacly 400): Desiderus tamen moduwm mellyn: porimus, Qe
erine cxistimas satisfacere te wobis adsaduitate ista bonorificentioe ac elatis tnge, qua
pracsentiom tudan nobis lam fregrentibio epistelis conpensare conaris . .. .

44, fnnoeent 1, ep. 21214 {PL 2h478), Regesta pontificern Romanorum ab
condita wrelesia ad armon post Christin natimun MOXCVHE ed. P Jatfé, et al,
{1885; reprinted Graz: Akademische Drock- . Verlagsanstaly, 1356}, 286: St coree o
exemplion sollcitudiniz et bristitia fratrum, guape sacpe permlimus imperatore
praesenie cut o fus saepins rogaremus, quam ipse nobiscim positas agnoviste.

45, Ep. 37.1{80374): Naws ¢t inde tngtati amaritadmen duxeramus, quod ex urbe
ad nas, sread sperabamis, brew ituere, nont veneras, qui ad wrbem per fansa terrarum
spafia pervencras.

46, Paulinus, ep. 37. 1 Nesquid guim ddei snanns, quae twa longe te perduxerar,
rofre non valuisset adducere?

47, Ep. 37.1: Sed peceata sosira grandi rueros desidernis nostris opprosita inter nos
el g separaverunl . . . et 5ioad ROS usque venisses, deque tamen @ sasclitale tina
lange fuisspmus; seque gnom focs potufssel dequari dul cotitngi tanta giriubion
drstantiz el borgunguitas meritorun.
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But Paulinus knew that Victricius had not embarked on his journey just
for the fun of it, and that the inequality of virtue was in facr not as grear
as he liked o imply. The reason for Victricius™ journey was that he had
been accused of Apollinarianism, and sought to justify himself against the
charge in Rome.*® After his retuen in February he received—at his own
request—a Liber Regularum for the Galiic bishops {rom Pope Innocent. ™
Paulinus ended his complaint abour the visit to Nola which never took
place by gently pointing out to Victricius that he could have added to his
“Holiness™ Fame, had he taken the trouble of including the detour o
Felix's grave as a pius labor in his itinerary.®®

Ambrose, in whose house consuls and prefects were guests,” had ex-
phicidy advised clerics to turn down invitations from elsewhere, so that
they could be available for strangers,™ and Augustine followed his ad-
vice.? But this meant that although the bishops and abbots of the monas-
tic centers avoided leaving their domains for even a short time, they were
extremely generous when it came to exchanges berween their charges.
Whole groups of Sulpicius Severus’ young monks, novices, and slaves
(pueri) rravelled back and forrh berween the monasteries near Pamuliacum

4§, Pavlinus, ep. 37.9-6; see |, L. Maier, Le dossier du donaiesme 11 De fuben
FApostar & Seint Jean Damascine, 361-750 {Bechin: Akademie-Verlag, 1989), 127,
no. 73, On his refutation, ibid., 4, cit. Ps 26.12: Tua vero sanctitas . . . Chrstianae
praugrertatis divitens gloviam tewet, .. | sicut conperi, etigr de pudtitidine adversaniinm
ot tolerantia temptationwm, quoniam insurrexerunt in o testes iiiguy, ot mentile st
iiguitas sibi, Sed nodus i seirpo et nasuss in fuming non potaitl taveniri,

49, lonacent 1, ¢p. 2.1 {PL 20:469. L], Juffé, Regesta pontificurn Romanarwm, 286
of 13 Feb, 404: . . . gui Rowmanae ecclesize normar: afgue guctoritatem magnofrere
postulasti, voluntati tuae morem admodien gerens, digestas vitae at ntorun: probabilinm
disciplinas annoxas litteris meis isi . . .. Eraf dilectionis tuae, por plebes finitimas of
consacerdotes nostros | | regularum bang bnon quasi didascalicoon atque momtorem
sedulp insinuare, On the decrerale put in the form of a responsum, see E. Caspar,
Geschichte des Papsttusns yon dess Anfdngen bis xur Hohe der Weltherrschaft, 1
Rémische Kirche und Imperitem Romaronm {Tubingen: | G B Mabr, 13303, 304-8.

S0. Ep. 37.2: Victricios' visit to Faalinus as opus . . . pietatis and piag lebor with
the prospeet of increasing $as saneertas and gaining, a correspondingly greater reward
i hoaven,

51, Sulpicius Severus, Miafogus 1.25.6 [CSEL 1:078): .. . exemplum beatt Ambrosi
episcopi praeferebat, gui co lempore conseles et pracfectos swbinde Jerebatur ©

52, Ambrase, Ne officio mmistrorum 1. 20,86 (P, 1649 Unde grear prudenter
factes comvenire ecclestasticis, vt maxime mingstrorens officis arlitror, declinare
extrancorus convivia: vel mi iisi bospriales sitis peregrinantifims . .

33. Possidius, Vit Augrstin 27 (PL 32:56): In visitativrebus vero modum tenebat
ab apostolo definiturm, wi nosnnisi pupstlos et piduas i tribulationibus constituzas
visitared . . .. Servandum quogue in wita et morhus howtinis dedé referebal, guo
imstitnte ganctae memoriae Amtbrosu compererat - ., For his own views sce below.
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in southern Gaul and Nola in Campania. It was because of these ex-
changes, and not just because most of the new arrivals and Buests trav-
elled as ambassadors berween the Christian centers, that Paulinus de-
seribed them as fratres and conservd commumes 5

Amachius, one of the clergy in the entourage of Delphinus of Bor
deaux, visited Felix's grave near Nola in the summer of 398, apparently
after a pilgrimage to the Apostles” graves in Rome. Paulinus used the
opportunity to give him a letter for Sulpicius Severus, and remarked that
Severus could have come himself. Amachius was a close acquaintance of
Severus—DPaulinus called him notissimmues tibi % The monk Victor, origi-
" nally one of Clagus’ companions,” joined Sulpicius Severus’ entourage
after the death of Martin of Tours, and spent his time alternately with
Severus and with Paulinus.”® When they spent a lengthy spell in another
monastic cormmunity they were integrated into it, and joined in the daily
labours and duties (opera manwuuni).™ Tt was contrary to the mose el-
ementary rules of politeness and hospitality which had already been laid
out in the Didache in the late second century, to stay longer than two or
three days.®

Paulinus had more luck with his invitation to members of Victricius’
clergy than with the bishop himself. Paulinus encountered the deacon
Paschasius, a pupil of Victricius of Rouen,*' and his companions on his
pilgrimage to the Apostles” graves in Rome.? They then accompanied
him to Nola in early 397 or 398 and accepted his hospitality. This pro-
vided him with the opportunity of resuming his contacts with Victricius,
which had lapsed after their meeting in Vienne:

34. E.g., Pavlinus, ep. 11.4. Cf. Mrarschek, Briefwechse!, Prosopographischer
Anhang, der Boten lla, no. 2; 4 (social composition); ITh, ne. § Iprovenancel.

55, Messengers and monks are not always clearly disringuishable: see Mratschek,
Briefivechsel, 316. CE. also Paulinus, ep. 27.1 {Theridius and Posthurmianus), 1.1 fon
Honorams' monks), and 33.1, where Severus® messenger Vioror is described as
compmnis wrgnimus in a lereer to Alethias.

56. Paulinus, ep. 17.3: . . . guia ipsivs [sc. Anachi] occasio praesto erat . . . CF 1

. cecasionthus nos reguirens . . . . The subdeacon whom Paulinus addressed as
frater carissumus was, as presbyrer, below him in the church hierarchy,

37. Paulinus {ep. 23.3) called Victor unins . . . progenies, alterius in via comes: son
of Martin, and companion of Clarus.

5B. Mramchek, Briefuwechsel, 283,

39, An old farmey, a semex and ex rusticanis homo, was nursed back to health and
received  job as cook. On him, and the opera mansson of monks from elsewhere, see
Paulinus, ep. 23.9, as well a5 Mratschek, Briefweckhsel, 307 T,

60. Didache 12, see H. Wehr, “Gastfreundschafe,” 1107,

61. Paulinug, ep. 18.1 {disciprdis) and 3 (Vicericius as magister),

62. lbid., 18.1.
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Aparr from the pleasure of our brotherly comradeship in the sacred
minisery, [ received him all the more respectfully and lovingly because {
discovered that he belonged, body and spirit, ro the clergy under your holy
prorection. But I must confess that | pur pressure on him. He was eaper to
returns from Rome to your sacred person, And alrhough I approved the
duriful haste, . . . I embraced him ourt of love for you and bore him off 1o
Nola. | hoped that through his visit my humble hospice (haspitium) there
would be blessed by a breath of your spirit.*

Their stay in Nola had to be extended when first of all Paulinus himself,
then Paschasius’ companion Ursus, fell ill, Paschasius tended to both, and
saved Ursus from death, In thanks Paulinus gave Vicuicius® carissimus
frater et fidelis minister the name Tuyixde, the “bringer of fate,” a refer-
ence to the apostle Paul’s servant, for he had saved a life® As “new
Tychicus” he had taken the opportunity to comfort Paulinus on his sick-
bed* with the story of the mission ro the Morini, as well as with rales of
the deeds of the young Victricius before his conversion.® Thus Paschasius
was not just a secondary, but in fact the mawmn source of information for
Paulinus about the life and works of the bishop of Rouen.®”

63. Paulinus, ep. 18.1: . . . nostrum Paschasium quent praeter gratiam fraterni fn
sacre punisterio contubernii boc venerabilinvs amabiliusque suscepimus, quod de
sanctiiatis tuae clero ef corpore gt spiritu esse cognoviras. Sed fatemur violentiom
nostram, qua illum de wrbe ad sanctitatem g vedire cupienterm, guamgiam
festinationem piam ., . probaremus, tamen in tul amire conplexi Nolam perdueximus,
st ef bospitium illic bumilitatis nostrae quasdam per illius ingressum tef spiritus aura
benediceret . ...

#4. The name is an incellecrual play on words. For the connection with Pauls
messenger (Aces 20.4; Egh 6.21; Col 4.7; 2 Tim 4.12; Tit 3.12) see M.-Y. Perrin, “Ad
implendum caritatis sministerion. La place des courriers dans Ia correspondance de
Paulin de Nole,” Mélanges d'archénlogie et d'histoire de VEcole francaise de Rome,
Antiguité 104 {1992): 1037 with n. 70, Tychicus, the most common of the male slave
names derived from toph (H. Solin, Die griechischen Persorennamen, ein Namenbuch
[Berlin: D¢ Gruyrer, 1982], 446 f.; 1369), also suggesrs indusuwriousness. {t was a
common cognomen or sole name in Gaul and ltaly, cf. A. Mocsy, R. Feldmann et al,,
Momenclator provinciarum Furopae Latinaruwm et Galliae Cisalpinae cam indice
irtverso. Dissertationes Pannonicae, ser. 3 (Budapest: ELTE Répészeti Tanszék, 1983),
1:298,

65, Paulinus, ep. 18.2: . . . i praesentia nostri benedictd Paschasiv, de qua dien
refrigeramur i spiritin, etimn corpore reficiebamue. The passage refers o the
hagiographic stories about Victricius that foilow {18.4-7, see n. 66).

66. The stories are introduced w Paulinus, ep. 18.4: Notos enim nobis ferit
Tychicus tuns, carissimus frater o fidelis mivister in doming, non guidern te magis
gutam in deton pracdicans . - . .

&7. W, Ensshin, "Trchicus,” RE 8A 2 (1948Y 1697 and Walsh, Lefers, 11248, n. 2
are mistaken,
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From the beginning Augustine showed pacticalar resprer for Panlinus
and sent his hopeless cases to Nola for improvement. A year after Paulinus’
arrival in Nola he sent his patron, a rich citizen from Tagaste, to him to
forge contacts with the new monastic center. In summer 396 Romarianus
visited Paulinus personaliy, and witnessed the latter's impartient wait for
the return of his messenper from Africa,® before he carried on to Rome.
The high ranking messenger hadn't returned to Nola empty-handed, but
brought a letter, several commendationes, and the first revised writings of
his friend Augustine with hirn.® One of the recommendations was for a
young man whose misfortune was enough to attract the pity of the
“Irreligious,” and who had decided to serve God.™ He was to explain to
his host the reason for his coming himself, and Augustine was so discreer
45 to remain silent on the matter.”" The newly appointed bishop of Hippo
sent him with Romanianus to Paulinus’ frateraitas monacha, w give him
a chance to reconsider his decision once he had recovered from the shock
and grown up.”

The other recommendations concerned Romanianus himself and his
son Licentius.”! Cassiciacum, where Augustine reticed for inner contem-
plation, had failed to impress the young man, who intended o follow a
career in the senate. Much to Augustine’s distress to him it was no more
than a place to take the fresh summer air in the country. While Augustine
tried—in vain—to persuade Licentius to visit Paulinus in Campania and
to get to know him better, Romantanus set out for Rome, where Licentius
lived, for a lawsuie. His main worty was his son’s future way of life. When
Paulinus wrote to Tnwidlnanus it meins i the winter of 396/7, he in-
cluded a letter for his son Licentius.” Romanianus had visited Paulinus in
Nola during the summer in ocder to ask him to write to his son.

65. Paulinus, ep. 7.1 (1o Romunianush . . . reversis ex Africa frainbus sostris,
grorur expectatione nos pendere vidise L,

69, Mratschek, Brigfwechsel, 47775,

70. Augustine, e, 31.7 tOSEL 34.2:4-7%: Versstinnm, fmpiis quoque miserablen
Pprtgrum, vastrag benigartali cardatige commendn. Uawsas calpmiiatis ef peregrnalionts
aius asedietis gx ipso. Nam gt proposition eius, gro servitiorum se esse pollicetur deo,
tempus profixius et actas robustior ol transacius toror certing mdicalunt,

71, Augustine, ep. 31.7. {CSEL 34.2:6); Causas calamidatis gl peregrovationms gus
aueietis gx ifises.

72. Loc. o, {n. 708 et lemsprs prolicus et notas robostior et transacties thsor

73, Avgustine, e 317 {CSEL 34.2:7Y: Unde bumanitari gt caritati tnag o ipsuns
s, Romanianmn| grant filiten eius !fgz'sfz; 1 spera, qua sollicitadineg cormendaveren
gt guata mubii necessdndine capulats sinf. Aedificel ens per te dominug.

74. Paulinus, op. 7 {to Bomamanus); 8 {to Licentiush esp. 7.3; Pauces tanen ot ad
ipsunt {sc. Licentvon) logreanwr, See Fabre, Chronologie, 15,
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5. THE INCREASING HOLINESS OF THE 31TE

In 404 when a scandal in Augusting’s own household rocked Hippo,™ an
inquiry before the curia and the clergy, which the bishop had instgated,
had to be suspended without any results.™ Duriag the course of a lawsoit
two holy men, the priest Boniface and a monk called Spes, who was on
the verge of his promotio in clericatu, accused each other of lack of
chastity and contempt of court.” The saint’s grave near Nola was by then
already so famous that Aupustine decided to send the two there immedi-

ately, so that Felix might find out the truth in the manner of a “verdict of
God.”™

The saint had already proved his worth in this way: in 371 Pope
Damasus had already applied to Felix for intercesston in this way, and
had been acquitted of “slanderous accusations.”” Five years before the
lawsuit in Hippo, Nola had been the scene of an exorcism at the martye’s

75. Augustine, ep. 78,2 (CSEL 34 2:333): Proinde, cavisstnm, tn isto scandalo, quo
de Bowifatio presbytero nomnulli perturbantar .. - bid: L. griia duwo de domo
nostra talem babent causane . . . . See B Van der Mecr, Awgustinus der Seelsorger
Leben und Wicken gings Kuchenvaters {1946; reprinted Cologne: ). . Bachens,
15531y, 275 and F Mowgenstern, Die Briefpartner des Awgustonus von Hippo.
Prosopographische, sozial- und ideologuegeschichtliche Untersichungen (Bochum:
M. Brockmeyer, 1993}, 65,

76. Augustine, ep. 78.3 {CSEL 34.2:334 L): Cum enint mne canea ista dia cruciasset
nec ingenirem, guo modo wus ¢ duobus convinceretur . CE 782 e, quod
hamings imvenivt non possuni, de guolibet corwm diviwo wdicio propafetur. The
tetter's sedbscriptio addresses the monks (fraeeibus), the clergy (clerol, the elders
{semiorirus) and the entire congregation of Hippo {uwniversac plebr ecclesing
Hipponensis). Two high-ranking catholic laymen, Febx and Hilarinus, a principatis
and the mumapal doctor larchiater) from Hippo, were the addressees of the 77th
letter, which dealt with the same subject. O Hilatnus” starus see Avpusting, ep. 41.2
{CSEL 34.2:83), cf. C. Lepeliey, Les citds de UAfrigue romaine an Bas Empire, 2
Notices dhistoire smunicipales (Paris: Erudes Augosriniennes, 1981), 122 £, 125,

77, Augustine, ep. 78.3 (CSEL 34.2:334) . .. tarbudentins agere coepat {5e. alter],
ut, si ipse b1 clericatu non promoverclin, nec preshyter Bouufatis in suo grade esse
permitteretzer. On the naruze of the crime, see the terms gudicliam contaminare and
de suae vitae dubitatione scandabin tn gp. 78.2-3. For the names of the paretes, 77.2
{p. 330).

75. Angusting, ep. 78.3 {CSEL 34. 23355 . elegi aligued medram, ut cereo placin
se amba constringerent ad loctn sarciion se pergturos. tbd tersdadiora ofrera det s
sanam cuinsque consciotiam puilto faclius aperirent et ad confessmnam vel poena
el timore compellerent,

79. T. Lehmann, " Fine spatentike Inschrifrensammilung vad der Besuch des Papstes
Damasus an der Pilgeestitte des hL Felix o Cimirle/Nola,” Zedtschrift fir Papyrologie
wnd Epigraphilt 91 (1992): 252, 266 1., 271.
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grave which had artracted a great deal of atrention.® In September of the
same year, 404, or one year earlier™ a thief had been caught in Nola as he
artempred to steal the cross-lamp with its precious stones from the new
basilics, Paulinus presented this as a further miracle 1o a farge gathering at

the festival of the saint in the next year {405).3 Apparently Augustine
knew of both Natalicia ¥

Augustine based his unusual decison on the “holiness of the site,”%
with which no martyr’s grave in his African home could compete.® e
put Nola betore Milan,* not just because of Alaric’s invasions of north-
ern [taly in 401 and 403.% His main reason was the ease of communica-
tion with Paulinus’ monastery: “This is the place,” Augustine explained
to his congregation in Hippo, “which [ wished them to visit, because, if
any divine revelation should be made about either of them, a trustworthy
account could more easily be wrirten to us from there. ™ Until then he
was not prepared to remove Boniface’s name {rom the list of priests in
Hippo.® Nola had established itseif as a recognized center of ascetism.

80G. Paulinus, carm. 23 {aNal. 7) of 14 fanuary 401,

81, Paulinus, carm. 19 {=Nat. 11). 381-83 written in January 405: Non peregriva
laais meque tompore prisca profabor; fimbus in nostris et in ista sede patratum nuper
opus referam . . . . The thiel was arresred on 1 Seprembeg, the east {matalis) of Se
Priscus of Capua (19,515 [), whose wite was wrinten ac the end of the fourth century
{BHL 6927 (L}, and whose populatity seems to have enjoyed a boom at the time of
Paulinus. On “Prscus,” see U M. Fasola, LTK § [1963): 771,

82, Carm. 19.229-82 {Felix's power over demons); 28386 (healing powers); 378
ff., esp. 346 {thavarring of the theft by whior . | . Fefix); 674-89 (on the cross-lamp).
The Nataficiwm was overseen by P Courcelle, “Les lacuses de la corresposdance
entee Saint Augustin ef Paulin de Mole,” REA 53 (1951): 266: “Mulle patc . . . on
découvre chee Paulin mention d'un rel jugemnent de Dieu.”

83. This view is paruculardy supported by Paolinus, carm, 18.383-87: Credo ex
hoc mpmere vestroon prope mitlus in isto sit novus auditu, quia per lorgingua remotis
fama volans ierit,

B4, Avugustine, gp. 78.3 (CSEL 34.2:335 £ Multis ewien norissima g5t sanctitas
foes, ubi beati Felicis Nolensis corpus condstum est . .

85, 1bid., 78.3 (CSEL 34.2:336): Namquud non et Africs sanctorumt martyrum
corporidms plera est? Et tamen awsquam bic scimus talia fieri.

86. Thanks ro the miracles ar the graves of Grrvasius and Mrotasius, Milan was no
bess famsous for its exorcisms and the caprure of a thief {Augustine, ep. 78.3: CSEL
34.2:335).

87. Courcelle, “Lacunes,” 166.

BE. Augusone, g 78.3 (08B 34.2:336): .. . guo [1.e. Nolom] volui wt pergerent,
quia inde nobis facihus fideliusgue seribl potest, quicquid in eorum gliquo divinnus
fuerit propalatum.

89, Thid,, 77.2 {CSEL 34.2: 330% 78.4 {p. 336 L} The Usts were recorded on
diprychs, from whech the names of the priests were read out in the churches: see
Parsons, Augwstine, Letters, 1:374 0. 4 ad Ioe.
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Ta the early ifth century, when the boilding program was complete, and
its founder had been appointed bishop, monks, clergy, and holy laymen
undertook pilgrimages to Nola, not letting rhe numerous huedles prevemt
them from reaching their goal. For example Martinianus, who came from
a rich domrus in southern Gaul,®® or Sorianus, whom Paulinus very
much wanted to meet, having heard about him from Sulpicius Severus™
So too the preshyter Uranius, who recorded the final howrs of Panlinus,
may have heen a messenger in the service of Delphinos of Bordeaux ¥

Augustine, who was the moving force behind the inrensive exchanges
between the North African bishops and Nola, was openly supportive of
members of his clergy who wished to travel to Paulings. But he was less
happy when one of them wanted to move permanently 1o the Campanian
siepiasterinem,” and missed no oppertenity to remind all ministers in his
dincese that they were obliged o reside there:

Sull, if anyone of us erossed the sea for no orher reason than to enjoy being
with you, what berter or more laudable excuse could he have? But our dury,
which keeps us here in the service of the weak, would nor aliow that, not
could we g away and leave them, unless the same dury should irapel us to
it, by reason of a more theeatening and mote dangerous emergency, It
would be hard ro say whether [ hold myself back in these matters or am
bowed down by them, . . .*»

90. Paulinus, corm. 24.1-2: Martisiasuen spiritu [ralress mibd unagse germigraen
fide, quem tu disertss prosecutus litteris ad nos venire nuiseras , .. Marrinianus was
conpos vail {24,419 See 1. Rougé, “Un drame maritime & Iz fin du TV sigcle: Le
voyage de Maeninien de Narbonre 3 MNole (Paulin de Mole, Poeme 24)," in Mélanges
& M. Labrerasse, ed. |, M. Pailler (Toulouse: Universitd de Toulonse~Le Mirasl, 1986):
93,

91, Paubinus, ep. 22,50 . .. gur nos de twis viscertbus inbuto offectu desideraverat
.... He would seem to have remained in the monastic comemuniry in Nola, as
Paulinus later sent him 1o Gaul as o messenger

92, Paulmnus, ep. 19.1 {fnrite son vementis Urani sxpectationel, of. Mrarschek,
Briefivechsel, 318 £

23, Pantinus’ guests in Nola were: the hishops Evodius, Theasius, and Possidiug
Creoneus ard Rufings, deacons from Augustine’s household; the peesbyters Paulinus,
Bosiface troin Hippo, Celsus and Fortunatianus from nearby Tagaste, who planned
to rravel 1o Rome [Augustne, ep. 80.1: CSEL 34.2:347).

94, Augustiteg, ep, 95.1 {UBEL 34.2:306): Lt tarrer 52 quisquar nosirses profeer
hac solum sret brgus miare, ut vesira praesentia fruereturn, quid hac causa mestis, guid
posset dignius tnpenri? Sed i vimcula nostra non ferrent, guibus religats swmus
ifirnionan servire languoribus nec eos prapsentia corporali relutguare, Hisi cunt boc
eaguat tamto imperiosing quanto pericdosius acgrotando. Utnom exerceamnr bis, an
frotins plectanur, aesaa . . L.
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The criticisim was aimed at Augustine’s canprresbryter Paulinus, who “after
a most violent storm” in the carly vears of his ecclesiastical carcer moved
to his namesake at Mola”

Paulinus regretted deeply that the deacon Quintus, one of Augusrine’s
most reliable people, did not stay longer, but only visited Mola briefly, like
a tax collector {exactor),” in order to collect the post for Augustine prior
to his return to Hippo. He stayed from 14 May to midday of 15 May
408.7 “Our most dear and sweel brather Guintus shows as much haste to
return to you fram here as he was tardy in coming to me from you,” his
host for one night complained.?® Paulinus was more generons on sach
occasioms. He understood how useful contacts with a famous teacher
could be, and sent the monk Cerealis back to Rufinus of Aquileia, before
the larter lefr Traly.™

A genuine rivalry arose berween the ascetic centers of Primuliacum and
Mola over Posthumiianus and Theridius, two Gallic monks, probably
from Aquitania. Paulinus had even scnt the two men, who before 400 had
neither met their compatriot and his best friend Sulpicius Severus, nor
made friends with him, as messengees to Primuliacum. He also charged
them with taking the opportunity of making Severus’ acquainrance, which
was more valuable than all their property and business in rtheir home-
land "™ Pressed by Sulpicius Severus to remain in Primuliacum, they
chose to return to Nola, and excused themselves with existing obligatons
to Paulinus, He denied rhis firmly: neque ullum tecum [1e. with Severus]
habui de eorum usurpetione certamen, and at the same time emphasizad

95. Augustine, ep. 149.34 {CSEL 44:37%-80) wuitten in 414: . | [s¢. Dominres] qui
scieres dare anxefivm de tribwlations eum turbulentissima tempostare musit in portum,
guo (1 pelago trasguilliore permeasti .. . et qui eiss [Le. Paulint presbyteri] rudenentis
excipiendis atque nutripndis te dedit . . . Conpresbyteruem Panlimon et amues, qud
tug pragsentia perfrauntur, germans salutamas affectu.

96, Quintas remaned loyal to Augusting, {oilowed his instroctions and was cleaed
preshyier {Augustine, ep. 149.1: CSEL 44:348)

97 Paalinus, ep. 45.8: Nam pridie wdus Maias venit ad vos, wi rescripta peteret, et
relibuas arie sexteon dusrityy obtisait, On e exdclors ainua festnatio, ind.; Paulioas
had mer Quintras in Rome {4513,

8. Paulinus, ep. 45.8: Frater naster carissimus gf dulciisinms Quintus quam tarde
ad wps rereat o vobis, tam cito g wobns aid vos redire festinat,

99. Faulinus called Rufinus pater ac magister, as did Auvsonius; cf. also the words er
pervemiet ad te ef tecurn smanebit (ep. 47,11

00 Pavlinus, ep. 272 . . . praesestes (sc. Thendiuns et Posthunnamon increpus,
qud se faruliaritatis ac notiliae tude experies faiereatur, negie qiucgiam stadiosits
mandagi proficscentibus, guam ad conspectusn fsum conplexamque properdrost
leque cogunseere cmmbug in Dalric rebus et curis siag mr.'eferrcr:t PN
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that he would of course have acceded w Severus' rights, had his claims
been oldex, si prius tua fuisset possessio.”

Both messengers were described as “holy men™; both had left their
Gallic home!® in order to settle in ltaly and lead an ascetic life. Posthn-
mianus spent much time at Nola, and Theridius had entrusted his house
in Rome to a man called Paulinus so that he could join the community in
Nola. ™ Whether Posthumianus was the crank in Sulpicius Severus’ dia-
logues who described the wonders of the hermit’s life in Egypt, is open w
doubt for reasons of both chronology and content;™ as a close friend o
whom Severus dedicated his dialogues, he would almost certainly not
have turned down his offer.'™ Theridius’ decision to stay at Nola will
quite definitely have been influenced by the fact that he was the object of
one of St. Felix's miracles during the mghttime vigil an 13 January 400. A
year later Paulinus recounted™ o a large audience of pilgrims how dur-
ing the celebrations Theridius was disturbed by the smoke from the wax
candles. He ran out into the night, and because he was so tall poked out
an eye on an iron hook supporting a candelabrum which had gone out.
However, his cries were heard by the saint, who heaied him.

The close cooperation and exchange of fellow monks set a precedent
and was copied. Other monastic colontes sought contacts with Nola.
Between 420 and 427, more or less a decade after he had founded Lérins,
the presbyter Honoratus sent to Paulinus at Nola three young monks
from the monasterics on the rocky Mediterranean islands off the coast at

101 Paulinus, gp. 27.2.

102, Paclinus, ep. 16.1 and 27.1. .

193, Paulinus, ep. 27.%; cb. carm. 24 381-80, esp, 3983 £ hines [so. Therndi]
cohigspes mente Pawlinus pia in urbe serpabat domien,

104, Y.-M. Duval, *Sulpice Sévére entre Rufin d’Aquiée et léréme dans les
Dialogues, 1,1-9,7 in Mémorisl Doy f. Gribomaont, Stadia Ephemerids August.ini{anum
77 {Rome; Ingtituruns Patrsecum Augustiniapum, 1988 199222, esp. 200 n. 6 and
Perrin, “Courriers,” 1038 0. 76,

105 The Posthumianus of the Divlogues was a vlose Fiend of Severus, while the
enonk of the same name hardly knew him: .. . quod se | Theridiam ot Posthasuasam]
famuliaritatis ac notitiae twae [Severt] expertes faterentur . . {Pavhinns, op. 27.27. Bee
P. Reinclt, Studien diber die Briefe des i, Fardinus won Nola {Breslau: G. P Aderholy,
19041, 26 n. 2 and Fabre, Chronologre, 43 n. 3.

106. Paulinus, ceres, 23 {Nat 7).106-335 of 14 januvary 401, O the date, sec
Walsh, Paems, 6, 393, and M. Skeb, Christo vivere, Sewecdien rron hterarischen
Chiristushidd des Paulinus vor Nola, Hereditas 11 {Bonn: Borengdsser, 19971 13 on
e satirical exaggeration, J. Fonmine, Najssarce de fuo podae dans FOccident
chrétien. Esqursse d’une bistoire de la poésie latine chrétrenne du HI® an 1V° sigcke
{Parig: Frudes Augustiniennes, 1981), 174
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Cannes. ™ They were the religiosi iuvenes Augendus, Gelasius and Tigridius
from Lerinum (Saint-Honosat).'® A vear carlier, monks had already ar-
rived in Nola from the neighbouring island of Lerum {Samnte-Marguerite),
i order to report on the new locality and the devorions of the ex-senators
Honoratus and Eucherivs.'™ Eucherius had retired to the island together

with his entire family, including his wife and his two sons Salonius und
Veranias 'Y

The monks from the fles Lérins siayed in the monastic community at
Sr. Felix’s grave for a long time, enjoying new experiences and furthering
Paulinus’ reputation. Eucherius praised him as a “model for Gaul and the
world. """ This exchange was reflected in a spirituality which was typical
for Lérins."" Alrhough the openness of monastic life at Nola was very

107, Lérins was founded in 410, The fermines gote quem for the visit is the
erdinanon of Honoratus as bishop of Arles in tare 427, See M. Heluzelmann,
“Galilsche Prosopegraphie 260-527," Francia 10 {19%2), 626. CfL K. £ Strohekes,
Der senatorische Adel im spatantiben Guilien (194%; reprimed  Darmstadn
Wissenschafiliche Buchgesellschalt, 19709, no. 196 and 5. Pricoco, Lisola dei santi, 1l
cenubio di Lerino ¢ le orgini del monachesimo galtico, Filologia e critica 23 (Rome:
Ed. dell’Areneo &0 Bizzarni, 1978), 42-44,

308, Paulinus, ep. 514, .. [sc. duws noster] qui insperanti pibi tam apportungm
Jream exoplatiom accasionern prachers dignatus est per religiosos wvenes, filios nweos,
COnsLrvos vero cumntunes in doming, Gelasmn et Angendum et Tigridiam, gquos de
sancto el castissimo congregationis suae rumero vir laudabilis et preeclaras in
Christo, frater noster ot conprrestyter mevs, Honoratus ad bunnditgtem wmeam vestrae
ditectiones exemplo refovendam domina inspirente direxat .

109, 1bid,, 51.2 on the £Uji from Lerum who are nor named: Memtineram enim quia
filii mei, quos ante annum ad bumilitatem meam mei grabia visttandum miserdtis,
locunm abitationis vestrae, simud et domni venerabilis Honorat nobis inmofueruns . . .
CL 321 Bucherius and Galla appeared as vererandi propositi opera curantes ac
stuidia exercentes. On the differentiation berween the two geoups of monks on the fles
Lérins, see Fabre, Anutid, 180, and J. Desmulliez in Prosopographie chréticnne du
Bas-Empire! («FCBE 2|, Prosopugraphie de 'ltalie chrétienne, ed. Ch. and L. Pretei
{Rome: Ecole frangaise de Rome, 20001, 2:1644, Paclicus 1.

L0, Gn che individuals, see Pricoco, Isole dei santr, 44-48; ¢f, Stroheker, Aded,
nos. 120 (BEucherius), 170 (Gallad, 141 {Salonius) and 406 {¥Veramas),

111, Buchetiug, ep. pareesstica ad Valeriormens (PL S0:718) in 432 Paulimus
guvqgre, Nolanus episcopus, peadiare e beatunr Galliae nostroe exemplum, srganls
quoendom dunticrnn censu uberrono dogquentige fonte; da i semtentian nostram
propositegue nugravil, it etiam cuncras admodwr mundi partes eluqueo operibiusgue
respersarit.

112, For detadds on ohe spirituality of Lécns, see R Nurnberg, Askese als sozialer
irmpuls. Monastisch-askensche Spiranalitis als Wurzel und Triebfeder sonaler ldeen
unid Altivizdten der Kirche Siidpatlien vn S, I, Hereditas 2 {Bonn: Barenpisser,
1988), 97 £, and R Pring, Ménchium wond Gesellschaft im Fribmittelaiter {Darmstade:
Wissenschafihehe Bochgeselischabr, 1976), 278-82,

-
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diffetent from the hermits’ existence on the isiands, both centers provided
an attractive refuge for the aristocracy, renounced waorldly goods and
family ties, and radically abhorred the abusive power of the state’s au-
thority.’** Tt was also for educational reasons that Augustine of Hippo
had recommended his presbyter Paulinus a lengthy “period of study”
with his namesake jn Nola. In 414 he thanked God that Paulinus had
received his charge and healed him of his doubts. “For,™ he added, “he
will draw no richer fruit from reading or hearing my teachings and
discussions or my ardent exhortations than by looking upon your manner
of life.”!" Honoratus, later bishop of Arles, and Eucherius, bishop of
Lyoas, [ele the same way,

6. THE STOPOVER TO THE COURT:
DELEGATIONS TO HONORIUS

Otherwise Nola was a remote stopping place for guests from the prov-
inces, offering them comfortable lodging on the journey to f‘v’!.iiar13 Ravenna,
or Rome. But in contrast to the local inhabitants, the visitors from more
distant places who landed at MNaples, Portus, and Brindist, or came to
Nola via road from northers Ialy, often had other less religious reasons
for visiting the place of pilgrimage. During the political ciises overshad
owing Africa, such as the usurpation of Gildo, which occured one year
after Romanianus’ visit and led to 3 neverending confhcr between
Donatists, pagans, and heretics, Nola rapidly developed %n-to a Qtﬂp{_}i'ng
place for the diplomatic missions of bishops from Numafha and Ai‘r];g
proconsularis to the imperial court and their colleagues in Tealy.'t Tr i3
significant, though perhaps not surprising, that these visitors are never
mentioned by Paulinus, and thae Augustine only hints at them. But the
visits of the African bishops to Paulinus’ monastery take on a whole new
perspective when the religious and political dimension of their journeysis
taken into considerarion.

The carfiest diplomatic activines rook place in autumn 357 or carly

113, Fucherius and his successors used the wdea of the “whine nmr'fyrdem“ abwive
all ro condemn the miliarizadon of the world of late annginey, See Prncoﬁm, Isola de:
sants, 16986 {'Martyrisom swig crvgre’ € ‘m:’fa_rf}: Christ'} and 204-44 {on the
*ideclogia delllimpegno civile™). Cf. 133 on r‘E'ze rejection of wealth, 154 1 on hermun
as pars shigua paradisi, and 59 ff. on the aristocrats, |

114, Augastine, «p. 149.34 {CSEL 44:380%: Now enm aberiore frucee legit vel
andit me docentem ac dissergntemn vel guibusliber exbortationtbus accedentens, quian
mmsprcit le vigeniest,

115. Mraschek, Briefwechsel, 362 €
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398, when the Mediterranean was blockaded by Gildo. Augustine at-
tempted to send an anonymous messenger to Paulinus, to establish cou-
tacts with his rival Mascezel and the Tralian bishops.”® A little earlier, in
August 397, the synod of Carthage, at which Augustine had participared
for the first time as bishop of Hippo, decided to turn to the bishops of
Rome and Milan, Siaicius and Simplicianus, (or a solution in the Donatist
conflict. '

I another lecter written in March 405, Augustine merely mentions that
rwa of his fellow bishops, Theasius and Evodius, had visited Paulinus and
his wife in Nola."*® No mention is made of the fact that they had been sent
by the general synod of Carthage on 16 June of the previous year to the
court of the emperor Hononus " Apart from a letter of recommenda-
tioq, they were to deliver to the emperor a commonitoriam ™ informing
him of the attacks of the Gircumeellions and demanding the application
against the Donarists ol the laws of Theodosius, which imposed a fine of
ten pounds of gold foe acs of violence. ! On their arrival in Rome,
however, they had learned that in the aftecmath of the attempt on the life
of the catholic bishop of Bagai the emperor had already taken action ou
12 February 405, and thus met some of the demands of the synod.'

Just at what point on their journey to ltaly the ambassadors Theasius

116. Avpgustipe (Ep. 452 CSEL 34.2:122) calls him simply perfator. On the
hestarical background, see Muatschek, Briefwechsel, 362,

117, Concilia Africae 3. 345-525, Regsirf ecclosiae Cartbagintensis excerpta 47
{COL 142:186): De donatistes placuit mt consiwborms fratres et consacerdates nostrus
Srriciine ez Simpliciamm | . See Mater, Dossier du dongtisne, 2:101 £, no. 62,

118, Augustine, ep. 80,1 (CREL 34.2:347), see below. Mentioned with ather
African <lerics by . B Trout, Poslinus of Nola. Life, Letters, and Poems {Beckeley:
University of California Press, 1999), 205 £

119, Maier, Dossier du doratisme, 2:129-34, gsp. 130, no. 74.

120. Concilia Africae, Reg. Carzh, 93 (COL 149:211)%: Commonitorivm fratribis
Theasw et Evodic fegatns ex Carthagiuensi concilio ad gloviosissiros veligiosissimosgue
princpes wisss ... Recommendations were addressed to the emperor and the
hishop of Rome: litterae ad episcopum Rowanae eeclesizge de commendatione
legatarm . vel ad alios wbi fuerit imperator (ibid., p. 2130

121, Coneiha Africae, Reg. Carth, 33 {CCL 149:212) Noga est enim et saepe
legibus conclamata circumeelliomunt qua furnent detestabilis mans .. Sonul effam
petendum est, it dlam legem quae a religinsae memaoriae vorion patre Theodosio de
anrd libris decmn in ordmatores vel ardinatos haereficos ses enram in possessores, ubs
corumt congregatio deprebendilur, promudigata est, 1ta detnceps confirmer pravciviant,

122. Angustine, ep. B8.7 {CSEL 34.2:414); 185.7 {CSEL 57:23), see A. Mandouze,
Prasopographie chretonne du Bas-Emipire 1 (=PCBE 1Y, Prasapographia de PAfrique

ehrétenne, 303-333 (Paris: Edidons du CNRS, 1982 389, Evadius 2, and 1105,
Theasius,

——
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and Evodius stopped over at Nola is unknown.™ A passing comment by
Augustine merely mentions that he dictated a few “fleeting thoughs”
before a ship left for Iraly, and promised to write him a longer letrer later:
“just as soon as the rerurn of our venerable brothers, my collcagues
Theasius and Evodius, has at least partly satisfied my curiosity abous
you.” ' “We hope mare and more in the name and by the help of Christ
that you will come to us in their bearts and words,” he wrote ta explain
his unusual brevity.!” In the face of the Gothic threat Augustine tried
once again in the same letter to persuade his friend to contemplate evacu-
ating his monastic conununity to Africa, Apparently Augustine assumed
that the bishop Evodius and his companion Theasius would sull be in
Mota when his letter arrived, and hoped o hear upon rheir return about
both the reaction of Paulinus to his suggestion, as well as the detasls of the
success of their embassy to the emperor

Evadius, hishop of Uzalis, had been a member of the imperial secret
police. His duttes had led him to tuen his back on the world, before he
joined the entourage of Augustine and Alypius in Milan'% Ten years
before the meering in 4035, when be was still one of the servi dei of
Augustine, Paulinus had asked him and a man calied Comes'™ personally
to look after the copying of Eusebius’ Chrosucle in the bishop of Carthage's
seriptorium, and then to send the original back to Rome. " The face that

123. Similar occasions such as the usurpation of Gildo, ar Possidius’ visit, suggest
they did so before {or before and after} the official part of the journey.

124, Augustine, ep, 80.1 {CSEL 34.2:347) Proinde pauca baec o arripui
dictanda atgue suttenda profixiors epistulae me confrtens debitorem, ceom post
reditinn venerabilism fratrum nostrarnm callegarums meomen Theasi Evodi primum
vestri ex parte satiatus fuera. Goldbacher's fectio difficilior pestr ex parte is preferable
1o the reading vestra in Pl—it is also incorrectly translated as “from your part of the
world” by Parsons {Augustine, Letters, 1:386, ad loc), «f. OLD, 1693, s.v. sutep no.
3 (with genitive}; there is no genitive attribute if pars means “region.” Primum i a
comuncton with ausr, and not a prepositional phrase as in Parsons’ sranslation “after
the early wiuen” {post reditasr . | . prismeedd; at best the superlative conld be
translated with the phrase “immediately after the retorn.”

125, Augustine, ep. 8001 (CSFL 34.2:247y. Uberivs entir ad nos nr eorim
pectarthus et oribus vos gsse verturos kot iamague it Christi nomune algue adintoro
SPergerens.

126. Augustine, Confessranas 3.8.17 (CCL 17:142-43): . . . consociasn nobis ef
Evodinm luvenem ex sostro munticipio. Gl cuen agens i rebeas imlitarer, prior nobrs
ad te conmversus o5t e¢ bapiuatus et reficta militia saccdan accinctus o tea. G5
Possidivs, Vg Awgusting 3.3-§ {PL 32:36). See PCBE 1:3668-67, Evodiug |,

127. He fater roge to become Augustine’s deacon. See POBE 1:216, Comes.

128, TPaulinus, ep. 3.3: Quod et sanctos viros, ques indice caritalis ipsorwm tuo
sersmone cognavemius, Cometem of Evodius regas, ol scribere sy curaromt, ne
vel parenti Domntion] codex swis dietivg deforer . . 0 For curare sweah ind. acr.
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Alypius, bishop of Tagaste, had drawn Paulinus’ attention to the two
Africans suggests that Evodins and the new leader of the ascetic move-
ment had mer cach other during his first visit to Rome in the summer of

395, and that Paulinus had handed over the codex to him and his com-
panions.'™

Four years afrer Theasius and Evodius, another delegation led hy
Passidius of Calama travelled to Italy in the summer of 408, We know
very little abont their stay at Nola, bur are better informed as to the
background and result of their embassy. At Nola the bishop of Calama
gave his host Panlinus a letter of recommendation from Augustine, before
going on to deliver an oral report of the rroubles in his diocese: “There-
fore, when you hear from brother Possidius of the sad reason which drove
him to the joy of your company,” Augustine wrote, “you will realize that
i speak the absolute truth,» 130

Possidius had tried to make use of the new imperial laws to enforce his
authority to break up a public pagan procession, which had been banned,
on the kalends of June 408.7* His actions led to riots, in the course of
which stones hailed down an the bishop’s basilica, the church was set on
fire, and a monk was killed."™ Possidius barely escaped with his life when
the mob tried to lynch him, and the local euriales made no attempt to

meaning “take care of, see eo v that something is done,” see QLI 475, . 5% cioro b
and BE Scribere refecs to the production of the capy, nol w Comes and Evodius
waiting a second letrer 1 Aureling. Mandouze {(PCBE 1:216, 3683, Desmuolliex {PCHE
2.2:1633, Paulinus 1), and H, Rosweyde (PL 61:164) are right on this poist with their
corjecture exseribere. The transladions by Walsh {Lerters 1:35: "vo be sure to wrie (o
the same effect™) and Skeb, Paudinus von Nola, Epistidae, Briefe I- 1T ilat.du), Fonges
Christiant 25.1-3 (Freiburg i. Bra Herder, 1998), 1:151, ad Joc. {“sie sollten setbsn
dafur Sorge cragen, an Aurelivs zu schreiben”) are incorrect, as scribere clearly has no
object.

123, Plausibly suggested by 8. Rebenich, Hieronymius und sein Kres. Prosopo-
graphische wnd sownalgeschichiliche Untersuchingen, Histosia-Binzelscheift 72
{(Swazgart: F Seeiner, 1992), 226, The alternative, rhat Paulinus merely formulared hss
request in wricting, and that both were in Cacthage, s less itkely, In this case Alypius
would have done better ro have asked himself,

130. Auvguestine, eb. 25,1 {CSEL 34.2:508): Proinde ad istam lastitians, gua
vobiscum est frater Posssdins, cum ex ipso avdierins, quart {ristis gum ednsg
compulerit, hov me verissime dicere coproscetss,

131, Aupastine, ep. 91.8 {CSEL 34.2:432% Contra recentissimgs feges Kalendis
{units festo paganorue sacriega sollempitas agitata ese . . . The edict in uestion
(CTH 16.5.4% and 16.30.19=ConstStrm 12 was promulpated on 15 Now 407 i
Rome; see Maier, Le dussier di donatisme, 2:153-57, no. 85,

132 On the ecclesie fopidots, the meendnem and sanguis, Augustine, ¢p. 918

(CSEL, 3.2:432-33% 104.5 {p. 585 For cerasts, see Van der Meer, Agustinus,
L NES
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prevent them ™ “And ali that just because of the production of silver
statues of their gods,” commented Augustine, who took in Possidius in
Hippo.** The bishop of Hippo also told the frightened curiafes of Calama
that it was not his decision as to how they should be punished, but that it
was a matter for the imperial court,”™ and sem Possidius to Ravenna via
Nola to ask for the emperor's support.

Although Augustine appears so cold-blooded in appealing to rhe em-
peror in order to protect his fellow bishops from his compatriots, he was
in fact no friend of such restrictive measures. In a long, depressing lerrer
which he gave to Possidius, he reveals to Pavlinus of Nola how he was
torn apart: “Nawrally, we do not like the reasons and necessities which
force them {i.e. the embassy] to go overseas,” he emphasizes, “we haie
them, and we try ro avoid them as much as we can ... . What shall I say
about punishment or aonpunishment, since this is something we intend
for the good of those who are to be punished or nor punished according
to our judgment? [...] What trembling in all this, my dear Paulinus, holy
man of God! What trembling, what darkness! ™%

Perhaps the ex-senator Paulinus gave advice to the delegations from
Africa before their audience at the impernial courr. Possidius of Calama’s
next stop, where he sought the support of friends, was more than twenty
miles (30 km) from Nola. He took the opportunity of breaking his journey

1313, They thought that their bishop and his clergy had gone too far; of Augustine,
ep. FLE(CSEL 34.2:433): . . . comt interes contrlisus alque courtates guodam loco se
accultaret episcopus, wbi sz ad martem quaerentuom voces awdiebat sibigue
irncrepantivns . . . Nemo compescers, nemo subugitive temptasit flornms, quorwes
esse gravis possel quctoritas . . . clarvm factum est, quam facile dlla vel ommine ron
fierent vel coepta desisterent, si cives maximegue primates ea fier perficl vetwissent,

134, Augustine, ep. 104.5 (CSEL 34.2:385 1 Tertnems vero, quad babent, unde male
vivint, id est, we wibif olivd dicasn, certe unde falsorum deorum argenran fabricavere
sumulaera, pro quibus vel servandis vel adorandis vel sacritege rity adbuc colends
usgue ad ecclesine dei prasilistur meendizon . . CL 918 {p. 433). Van der Meer,
Augustinus, 1:66 L. saw the sale of devotionalia a3 the main source of income for the
iy,

135, Augustine, ep. 31 (CSEL 34.2:427-35) passirn, esp. 2. {p. 4341 Quid gos, guf
restamt, mullane cewses discipling cohercendos ef proposendum eestonas wvipsritum
tave emnrards faroris pxemplem? | o nobis curem officinnugue oporter inpendi,
guousgue videre cosceditur . . L

136, Auvgustioe, ep. $5.3 {CSEL 34 1506k Nam ipsas cousas ot necessitales,
guabuis petere Iransmaritg COQUring nor Qs s elubf 0dimus ef, quantum
valenus, devitare conamur ., | Ihid., 3 {p. 308-9% Qud dicam da vindicando vel
non windicando, quando quidem hoc fotum sd eorwon salutem proficere pohomus, v
geios vindicandumt vel mron wmdicanduem esse arburamur? 1. ] Quis w1 bis ommbus
tremor, mm Pavline, sancie bomo deit Quis tremor, quac tenchrael
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to Ravenna in Capua, the capital of the province Campania, to give
bishop Memor a leiter from Aupgustine, together with the long awaited
book six of De musica," a work about metre rather than music. '
Memor, who was one of Paulinus’s circle, had pestered Angustine for a
copy,'” as he had to look after his gifted son Julianus’ education, and was
looking for a Christian book on classical poetry."® However, Augustine,
who was involved in a bicter struggle with the Donatists, Circumcellions,
and pagans, had mislaid his manuscript and had to look for it first." To
him the request seetned like an amusement from times long gone by, when
Christians had the leisure to spend their time with liberal studies.'? He
thought it would be better to invite the hright young deacon and son of a
bishop, whose views on forgiveness he was to oppose so bitterly later on,
to came to Africa ro support him, 4

137. Avgustine, ep. 1011 {CSEL 34.2:539-40): Nintls autem fngratum ac ferreum
fuit, i te, gqui nos sie emas, fic sowetus frater et ctfloga noster Possidius, m quo
nostram nan parvam pragsentions reperies, vel now discerel vel sine nostris hitteris
discerat. See . 138, for the presens of the book.

138, Thid., 101.3 {CSFL 34.2:542% . . . conseripst de soip rhyihro sex fibros of de
meln seribere alios forsitan sex, fateor, disponzbam, cums mubi otium futirsm
sprerabant,

133 Ihid., 1011 {CSFL 34.2:539% Nubllas debui iont reddere hiteras sanciae
caritati tueae cine his libris, guos a me sanci amoris jure violentissime fogitasti, ut bac
salters obaedientia responderem epistulis tuis, quibes me magis onerave guam
honorare digratas es.

140. Augustine, ep. 1014 {CSEL 34.2:542): Sextin sane librum, quem emendatim
refrpers, wbi est oz frucius ceterorm, non distuli mittere caritaté tuge . . . Nam
sufreriores quingue wix filio nostro et condigeoro luliano, guoniom e ipse iam
wokiscron conmmuilitat, digni lectione wel copnitione videbuwmtur See 7. Brown,
Augnstme of Hippo: A Biography (London: Faher & Faber, 19671, 381; new cdirion
Augustinus yonn Hippo. Eine Biographie {Munich: Deuscher Tascheabuch Veriag,
2600), entarged by an “Epilog 1999.”

141, Auvgustine, ep. 101.3 {CSEL 34.2:542): Sed poster quam smibi curarum
ecelesasticarum sarcing inposita gxt, omnes tlae deliviae Frugere de manilis, ita wf vix
e ipsuss codicgn: versaim, guoniam Mem yoluntatem nee petitione sed
WEINONEM contemnery HEGUen,

142, Thid., 101.3 (CSEL 34.2:541 L3 .. . oo nostrr o, ewnt o criris praiorifis
MAgisque necessards vacabat animus, volui per ista, quae a nobus desiderasts, scripta
profudere .. On the superiority of a Christian education over the fitterae liberales,
101.1-2 {p. 540}

143, 1hid,, 1014 (CSEL 34.2:543% . . . sed hoc mihe facit spes amplior yidendi guem
lice. ludiaruem); puto enim, quod, si od nos te iubente vel wittents venerit, et hoc faciet,
gzmd dadulescentent d‘eca:, HAXIRE qitézz sanduwm curis marorsbug a’gtiuemr, el g s
sl expeditins adporioha. JuWlianus was a wir acer sgenio, in divinds scripturs
doetns: see Gennadius, Vin #li 46 fed. Richardson, 78],
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Possidius was not the enly bishop to travel to Ttaly in 408" Foriu-
natianus also travelled to the imperial court on a mission from the synod
of Carthage,”* and in the following year an official dclegation led by
Restitutus and Florentius sailed for Iraly to ask for help. The Donatists
and Circumeellions had formed an alliance, and the troubles had gotten
worse, ' In the middie of winter 408/9 Severus of Milevis also sent a
preshyter to represent his interests 1o Hippo, and then on to Ravenna.'™
His job was to give a letter [rum Augustine to the fomo novus and
magister officiorur Olympius, tn which Augustine asked for the govern-
ment to intercede and insisted that the old laws against papan cults and
heretics should be strictly applied."® Paulinus was a friend of one Olympius,

144. Aagustine, ep, 973 {CSEL 34.2:518-20} o Olympius: . | . conemodius
episcopi, gui proplered wapigaverunt, cum tasta besmgnitale ek cordis acturt sanf, gui
potuerunt conmuni consilio ditigentius deliberarrem aliguid ferre, quantum temporis
permtittebat angustia,

145, Concilia Africac, Reg. Carth. 13 {CCL 149:219} on the embassies of the
synod of Carthage written on 16 June 408: in hoc concilio legationen itarum suscepit
Forturcatianus episcopus conira pagonos of haerglicos. See Maier, Dossier dw
dosatisme, 2:157 1., no. 86, Fortunatianus, whe was probably bishop of Sicca Veneria
{Le Kef}, cannot be easily distinguished from the hishop of Meapols of the same
name: see PCOE 1485, Forrunatianus 4 and J.-L. Maier, L'épiscopat de I'Afrigue
ramaine ¢t byzontine (Rome: Tnstur Suisse; Berr: Franke in Kommission, 1973y,
322.

146, Goncilia Africae, Reg. Carth, 14 (CCL 149219}, resolution of the synod of
Carthage of 13 Oct. 408 with the same wording: Iy foc conclto suscepersos
legationesn Restituius of Florentiug episcopf contra paganos et baereticas ... PCBE
1:472, Florentius 45 1:971, Resututus 4. See alse Maier, Dossier du dosatisine, 2:1 58
f., no. §7; Vao der Meer, Augustinug, 1:67. The reaction in the imprrial constitutions
covers the peniod from November 408 1o June 409, <f. Maier, Dossier du doratisme,
2:161-6%, no. §7-21.

147, Angusting, ep. 7.2 (CSEL 34.2:517): £ fraires quidam muedts sancts collegae
mgd graviter ecelesia perturbata profects sunt paene fugrenies ad gloriosissimum
comsrtatim, quos sive fam pideris sive fitteras eorum ab urbe Roma opportanitotes
cHiusguem occasioms accePeris, ego lasen . pon potui practermullere Per Jrec
[ratram et conpreslrytenens mewm, qui urgenti wecessitate pro salute civis sui etiam
media hicme quurnad@awwq«e ad las paries vermre cnmpf.dsax est, of salitdare et
admonere caritatem tnarr . . . CL 973 {p. 518k Propterea guippe memoraius
presbyter harum perlator, cune de regione su Mdevitana, ol episcope suo veraratnli
fratre migo Severs ... transire fussus 25t ., See Van der Meer, Augustinns, 1:67. Oa
Olympivs, whom Van der Meer misikenly ealls Odympiodorus in Philost, 121
{GC5:140.8) see Bidez-Winkelmann ad loc; of, PLRE 2: Olympias 2, and M. Clanss,
Der Magister officiorsens in der Spitautike (4.6, th.), Vestigsa 312 {(Mumch: C H.
Beck, 1980), 174 £

(48, Augustine, ep. 97.2 (CSEL 34.2:517%: | . | [se. non polw practermctiere . . .
aclmipsere caritatgns tuandl, ut opus ivm bomon difigentissima accefereter instanta,
quo novering inipuc ecceswe leges slas, quae de rdolis confrigendis et bacreticis
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who mixed with senatorial circles,™ and eleven years previously, in the
autumn of 327, had welcomed the courier’s patron, the bishop of Milevis,
in Nota." Severus had the tricky task of personally settling the differ-
ences berween Augustine and his host," and was 1o bring back 1o Africa
Paulinus’ book Against demor worshippers which had just been published.
It was not without a degree of worry that Augustine expressed lus
thanks that the monastery at Felix’s grave was visited by numerous em-
bassies from African dioceses in 408 and 409 during the strugples with
the Donatists: “When the brethren, our most intimate friends, see you
constantly,” he wrote to Paulinus, “and you frequently return their greet-
ngs, mutually desitous of each otbers company, it is not so much an
increase of good forrune for us as an assnagement of ill fortune, ™'
Augustine’s words seem to imply that after Theastus and Evadius, not
just Possidius, and probably the preshyter of the bishop of Milevis, but
also many other delegations of bishops and priests stopped over at Nola.
Here they sought Pautinus’ advice before moving on to the impecial couct,
or reported on the results of their audiences before returning to Africa. In
spite of the scarcity of evidence in the sources, the long series of diple-
matic activities supgests that the cooperation between the African bishops
and the monastc center at Nola was fruiiful. But there is no further
reference for such a cooperution after Januarius, a friend of both Augos-

corrigendis pive Ssilichone in Africam missae sunt, voluntate vnperatoris piissimi et
fdelissimi constitstas.

1492, Paulinus, ep. 13,1, 3. See 5. Mramschek, “Te velimus . . . consilis participem.
Augustine of Hippo and Olympios—a case study of rebigious-polideal cooperation in
the Sth cenrury,” Thirreenth Tnternationa! Conference on Patristic Studies, Oxford,
1621 August 1959, Suedia Potvistica 38 (2000 22432,

1500 Augustine, ep. 42 [CSEL 34.2:84) after swmmer 397 . . . wt per fratrem
Severwm: reseripta flagrtaremes - The date {PEAE 1:1072-3, Severus 1; and Fabre,
Chrorelogre, 70 F, contea Courcelle, “Lacones,” 259 “Auviumn 3987 T Piscitells
Carpine, Peofino di Nola. Episinle ad Agostizo, Strenaz Nolanae 2 (Naples: [stituco
Anselry d Marigham, 1289}, Careggio Paoliniano, is 10 eaclys “the beginning of
summetr 197" suggests that Severus visited Paslinus in Nola, rather than met him at
the feast of the Apostles in Rome, The scholars quoted are unamimous on the wentity
of the Scvecus menrioned 1o the lerer.

ES 1. Augustine's argument with Megalios of Calama had a seganve effect oo his
{riendshup with Paulimus. See Brown, Augastize, 204, Cf. Augustioe, ep. 45,1 {CSEL
33.2:122): Neguaqiaan rns nesclio GHa vasira cessatiy, qua gcot totierms bienntivm . . .
rnwdlas i vobes hteras sumpsinues, pigros ad scrihendum fecit | . .

132, Augustiae, ep. 95,1 {CSEL 34.2:506): Cunr vos [1e, Paulimon) froires nosiri
comunctissunt nabis, quos nobiscem desiderati desiderare et salufan resahetare
consuestis, assedug vident, non tam gugemtar bona nostra guamt consolantur muala,
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etne and Alypius, was sent in early 417" Aparr from delivering an
official lerter of protest from the syand of Carthage, he had informed
Paulinus thar the bishop of Rome’s intention of rehabilitating Pelayging
was totally unacceptable to bis patrons, and tried in vain to persuade him
to support them actively in the conflict, ™

7. A FASHIONABLE RESORT OF THE CHRISTIAN ELITE

Tt was a great boost for the reputation of the shrine and ics protecror when
the eledler Melania, the granddaughter of the consul Antonius Marcellinus, ¥
who was already a legend in her own lifetime, ™ chose Paulinus™ monas-
tery as her first stop in ltaly upon recuraing heme ro Rome from her
twenty-seven-year pilgrimage to the Ocient. Afrer this highlight in the
beginning of 400, a series of illustdious guests, including holders of high
ecclesiastical office, such as Nicetas of Remesiana, Aemilius of Beneventum
and Julianus of Eclanum,’ as well as friends of Paulinus who had con-
nection with the Theadesian court, turned the monastery at Nola into a
meeting place for the Western Cliristtan aristocracy.

Paulinus was an eyewitness to the arrival of the elder Melania’s ship in
Naples.' A whole hoard of influencial and dear relarives from Rome
{rmagna et potentissimorn et carorum propinguorum Romae copia)'®
had collected her from the harbour. Paulinus described the scene: “There
she was met in welcome by her children and grandchildrea, and then she

153, Lac. ait. {n. 1341, of. PCEE 1:391, lanuarius 23,

154, Augustine, gp. 186.12.41 {CSEL S7:80): Creae antern ef de guibus andierimus,
queae reltsm dolerus et faciles credere nobinuis, audict @ compmon: amico sanctitas
tia, quo . . . cum salute remednia sperpinus nos de ormmibus fiers posse certissimos. On
the request for a lerree of revommendarion, see 186.1 (p. 451

£55. Paulinus, ep. 23.%: Marcelline consule avo. He was cos. 341, see PLRE 1:
Marcellinus [6.

156, 5o many books had been written abaw her that Paulinus “nearly” gave up the
project, See Paulinus, ep. 2961 Verat fastdid intoleralilis metas vohiintbus adbne
addere; sed persomge digritas, wmma dei gratia postelare eadeter L

157, On Mclania's departure in the last weeks of 399, or at the begmamg of 460G,
see M. Moine, “Melanisr,” RecAwg 15 {1980k 27; on fulianus of Folanum,
P Brown, * The Parrons of Pelagius: The Roman Anstocracy berween East and West,”
in Religion and Society i the Age of Satit Augustine {London: Faber & Fabeg, 1972}
211 £ o his fatherinc-law Aemilios and on cheir friendship swith Paulinus, see helow:

158, Paulinus, ep. 2012 . . quro citing seppttonem spgront i gites qud n0s advestn
exponendn determing:, m quo magrae dei gratiae spectator fus.

159, Panhnus, ep, 299,
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hastened to MNola to enjoy my humble hospitaliny.” ¥ Dressed in a black
robe, riding on a donkey, and reading her books deep into the nighe, she
made quite an impression on her elegant relatives, and on Paulinus ' The
conreast to the rich members of her entourage could not have been greater.
According to the eyewitness the laster “had all the pomp of this world
with which honored and wealthy senatars could be invested. The Applan
Way* groaned and gleamed with swaying coaches, horses decorated
with phalerae, ladies’ carriages all gilded, and numerovs smatler ve-
hicles. "% Melania’s poverty could not have been in grearer contrast to
the superflucus wealth of her sons and grandchildren, who owned {and in
Spain, Gaul, Campania, Sicily, Africa, and Britain.'®

The guests at the monastery included Melania’s filif et nepotes, her son
Publicola, a constdaris Campaniae and patron of Beneventum, ' his wife
Albina, the sister of Volusianus, who later became Prefect of the Ciry, '™
and her sixteen-year-old granddaughter who had, a year or rwo earlier,

160, Paulinus, ep. 29.110: Neapoline wrbent brevi spatio @ Nolana qua degimus
civitate distinctam advecta est, wbi filiarrom nepotumgee cconrsu excepria miox Nolam
ad humditatis nostrae bospitihen festinavit | .,

161, Wbid.: Vidunus gloriam domind in o mareis gt fliorem itingre, <qui> quiden
m e, sed longe dispart aults, macro llom et viliore asellis burico sedentent . .. See
P Brown, The Body and Society: Men, Wornen and Sexual Renunciation in Rarly
Clrristianity {New York: Columnbia Universivy Press, 1988), 281,

162, Mot the Via Appia from Rome to Capua and Benevenium (so Waish, Letters,
2:323 n. 543, bot » smaller connecting road of the same name from Maples to Mola,
twesty nules to Lthe east.

163, Paulinus, op. 29.12: ., | [sc. Melaniam] tota buius saecult pompa qua bonorati
et opadenit poterant circerifiud senalores proseqiebantur, carreis nutantibus, phaleratis
aquis, duraiss pilentis et carpenls pluribus gemente Appia atque filgente, Cf. 13 on
the divitunt #larsnt cotervae. See D, E. Trout, Sewsdar Renunciation and Social
Action: Pawdinus of Nola end Late Romen Society {Dissertation, Duke Umiversity,
Durham 1989 Ann Arbon, 1990, microfibm), 257-60; Pardinas 2075 and Goree,
*Gastfreundlichken,” 77,

164, Melania the elder was characterized as pacperats dives by Paulinus {e7, 399},
although she retzmed control over the greater part of her estate und! her death
{Pallachus, Historia Lavstace $4.6; ed. Butler, 2:147), Valerius Publicola as fifins .. .,
guii et opibis saecnli wtatyr et Bonordus, On the possessions of her granddaoghter,
see Palladiug, MHist. Lgus. 61 {ed. Buder, 21361 and Vite 8. Melanioe fosdoris 115 20
ted. Gnece, SC 90: 146, 168}

165. Around 374 he held the office of praetor urbanus, which was reserved for a
fph-ranking western fannly {mistakenly e, 377, o0 PLRE §: Publicnla [}, see Jerome,
Chroncas s.a, 374 p.Chron, {GCS 4752479, identical with the ab ataurs patronus
Valersus Publicola of CIL 92.1591; see PLRE 1: Publicola 2.

165, Rufius Antanios Agryprius Volusianus was PUR m 41718, and PPO Liolise
in 42829, see PLEE E Vplusianus 6; and Mratschek, Briefivechsel, Prosopographischer
Anhang der Brefpartner lita, no. 30, -
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been married to het cousin, the heir Valerius Pinianus. [t was to this group
of wealthy relatives that Paulinus presented Sulpicius Severus’ Life of
Martin, which had appeared three years ago, for the first time. The
experiment was such a success, and Melania in her hunger for knowledge
so enjoyed “such stories,” that Paulinus repeated it with the same positive
result @ while later, when Nicetas of Remesiana visited him for the first
time."¥” The reading took place in the cenaculum of the guest house, while
the poetry recitals at the Natalicia could be held in the cpen air in a
specially constructed forum, if the weather allowed. ¥

Nicetas had already made a detour via Nola in the winter of 400, on his
way back to Dacia from his hrst trip to Ttaly and an audience with the
bishop of Rome. Paulinus thanked him with a gropemptikon.™*” When he
returned theee years later, V7 just before the new basilica was consecrated,
Paulinus cried out in joy: “Who could fail to observe this dear evidence
that your prayer, Felix, has brought me a blessing which [ could scarcely
pray for or even dream of attaining, namely, that | should ook on and
embrace Nicetas again in the flesh on Felix’s very birthday, and that he
should once more be listening as I sing, Felix, the hymn L owe to you?™"!
This means that both of the bishop of Dacia's visits tock place in the
winter, about 14 January.'™ Paulinus did not neglect to point out that
Nicetas” presence made the feast of St. Felix a particularly splendid af-
fair,"”* and that during the sermon he sat so close to Nicetas that the latter

167. Panltinas, ep. 29,14, Pavlinus compared Melania with Martin (29.6} She need
not have stayed at the same time as Micetas, bot yust before or after him instead.

168. According to K. Kohlwes, Christliche Dichtung wnd stilistische Form bei
Pusttinas von Nola {Bonn: Habelt, 1979), 214, tuguritrm could also have been the site
of the recitals of the Natafizia. However, see also the assembly ground in Paulinus,
carm. 318.59: .. . conciliisque foruwm late spatiabile pandit.

169, Paulinus, carmt. 17, He did noe depart for Dacia before the shipping season
fad ended in late summer or autimn 399 (so Lehmann, Besdica Nova, 244 . 925),
but rather in the following vear. On the circumstances of the sudden departure, see i,
Stvan, *Micetas’ (of Remesizna) Mission and Stilicho’s Illyncan Ambitton: Notes on
Paslinus of Nela Carman XVIL {Propemsptikon),” REAwg 41 {1995): 81,

170. Paulinus, care. 27.333; Venisti randem, quarto mik rachditus annod

171. On Micetas as Maulings akditor, sex Paulinus, carn. 27.187-22.

173, Therefore their frst meeting did not take place at the feast of the Apostles at
the end of June in Rome, as assumed by [ Brocher, Lo correspondance de Saint Padin
de Nole ot de Sulpice Sévére (Disserration, Paris: A, Fontermnoing, 1906}, 37, and
Lehmann, Basifica Nova, 124 n. 925, but fater. See Fabre, Chronolagre, 37, Lienhacd,
Monasticism, 162-65, esp. 163 and A. Ruggiero, Paolinn di Nola, { Careni 111,
Strenae Nofanae 6-7 {Naples: Istitute Anselmi i Marighano, 1996), 1:377-78, 383
n. 4. .

173, Paulinus, carm. 27.158-52: sed in hoc mihi clarior anne orta refufsisti [sc.
diesl, quta cnm Felicts honore Nicetam revelus . . ..
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could touch him.'"™ “That is why the winter wears the face of spring, and
the amimating air breathes fragrant warmth on us,” he greeted his [niend 7

The intetlectual from Bordeaux and rhe Dacian bishop shared a com-
mon desire, to contrast an lraly and an Hyricuem rheearened by barbarians
with the cultivated aesthetics of Christian literature and buildings. Nicetas
had such a high opinion of his educated host’s understanding of arr that
on his second visit 1o Ttaly he rravelled directly o Nola, Y in order to see
how [raulinus’ building program was coming along, and it 1s deubtiul if
he ever really planned to continue on to Rome.'”7 When Niceras visited
the monastery at Felix’s grave in the wiater of 403, it was nearly com-
pleted. Tts builder showead his friend from Remesiana around, and ex-
plained not just the overall concept, but pointed out individual architec-
tural features and echnical innovations, including the impressive collection
of relics. He then recorded the construction of the pilgrim center for
erernity with a Natalicien: 1o Felin '8 Finally he asked the knowledgeable
bishop for a critical apprassal of the building program, which by thea in
winter 403 was nearing completion, and for suggestions as to how the
final works could be improved.'” The new cull center was consecrated
just a few months later in summer or autumn 403,10

In the summer of 406 Paulinus invited Rufinus of Aquileia, who had
transiated the Greek ecclesiastical authors, and his aristocradc friends the
younger Melania and PFintanus™ to come and visit him in Nola. The
reason was the invasion of northern Ttaly by the Gothic hordes under

174, Paulissus, carm. 27.315 b Sentio Nicetara, dum proximus adsidet ot me tangit
et adiuncto fateri vicinus anbelat, 27.243 Lo Sed guomiam loteri mens adsider ipse
magister, cothmiinug ¢ regiane situm penerante [requenier lumine conspivian.

175, lhid,, 27.163-85: Functus adest doming Cheisti comitatus amicis Nicetes; bing
vernpt hiems, hine undigue nobis spirat vdoratos vegetabilis aura vapores. On Niceeas
as Paulimus’ gemcus, see also v, 199,

176. Brocher, Correspondance, 36 £ with examples, e.g. Paulinus, corm. 27,233
34 longingua teflure mibi modo rrissus [se. Nicetas|, ad isturt eoce digmi vendt .| .

177. See R. Kirstein's commentary, Parlimes Nolanws, Carpsten 17 {[Misserration,
Minster, 1997), 20y Chrésis 8 (Basel: Schwabe, 2000}, 4§,

178, Paulinus, corm. 27 {=Nat. 9} of 14 January 403, esp. v. 360-81: Ergo vem,
pater, ot socio wda fungere passu, dum te circumagens operum per singida duco.

179, Paulinus, carm 27.354-37: Gemino gui iure magistri et patris ut bene gesta
probet, sic inproba damnet [sc. Niceta), corrgat errata et placidues disponat agenda;
imperfecta invet precibus, perfecta sacerdos dedices,

180, Lehmann, Basilice Nowva, 243, of. Fabre, Aputid, 22131,

181, They were the communes fili, whose slaves brought the fetters, and the
companions whom Pachinus addressed with vos and invited 1o Nola togedher with
Rufinus {(Paulinus, ep. 46.1), see n. 184, Rufinus lived in rheir town house.
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Radagaisus. Paulinus was alraid “they now pressed the very entrance to
the city [Rome].”™¥ Contemporary witnesses confirm that panic broke
out in Home." Paulinus was worried, brecause Rufinus had sent a brief
nore, in which he indicated that he and his hose intended o remain in
Rome “in spite of the heat of anxiety and the uncertainty of remaining
there.”*#* “In spite of this,” he wrote, I may still begin to hape for the
reward of your presence here onece you begin to be definite on your
decision or on God’s will as it affects yourselves. ™™ “] was maost pleased
to receive your kindly advice, . . . thar 1 should arend to Greek studies
more closely,” he connnued, and infornyed the famous philologise that he
intended to resume his reading of Greek literature. “But ] cannot do this
unless the Lord chances 1o consent to my desire 1o enjoy your companion-
ship over a reasonably long period. How can | improve m a language,
which I do not know, if I am deprived of the means of learning 1¢2%%

In winter, at the beginning of the new year 407" when the unmediate
danger had long been barsshed and Paulinus wrote a poem celebranng

182, See the review of the year 406 in Paulinus, ceven. 2130 fnstantesgue Getas
ipsis wawn fanerbus urhis. On this, Courcelle, "Lacunes,” 16869 n. 6,
183, Auvpusiine, De civsrate der 5.23 {CCL 47:159): Cum Rbadagaisus rex

Gothornar agming ingentr £t iponam fam in wrbis vicina constituius Romanis

cervicthus frmineret . . . OGrpsius 7.37.9 (CSEL 5:340% . .. Romam ¢ proximo
trementemn lerrore guassabal,

184, Paulinus, ep. 46.1: ., quia nune pos in aestu sollicitudings vt meerto morarum
Romam gant indreastis . . .. Ruhnus and his companions {vos) were ist Rome when the

leiter was wrirten, The plural wos, which coptrasts with the fu and s in other
passages of the lettar, probably refers 1o the younger Melania and Pintanus, whe later
accompanied Rufinus to Sicily, Bee Walbh, Letters, 2:35% nn. 2-3, and €. P
Hammond, “The Last Ten Years of Rufinws” Life and the Date of Fis Move South
from Aquilein,” [TS, n.s. 28 {1977): 414,

185, Paulinus, ep. 46.1 {Rufinus, Pinianus, and Melania the youngery: . . . sians
anxils conpatimur, ita congindearies hilarotis et incipiams lamen sperare frictum
pragsenlure vesirae, st pos corhi esse de veseza seatentis vel domint civca wvos placite
coeperitis.

186. Paulinus, ep, 46.2: sed inplere non waleo, nisi forte desiderits mes adnuat
dormiers, wi diszaes consnrtio tno perfruar. Name guomodo profection capere potero
sermonis igroti, sF desit a quo jgrorats condiseam?

187 Pautivius, rermn. 2161 (nowr flares), 203 (misnera boe gneg data) and 338 {1
rrode finibus ortos). The abl rempons foc anno and the temporal adverb mndo
{“just recently™} indicate rhar chey had arrived jusr before 14 Jan. 447, and, contrary
o the view of Trout, Rennncation, 263 |, had fled prior o the threar from Alaric in
aurumn 408; however of. Radagaisus as "a factor @ their movements” {261 . 45)
znd now the suspicion of two ditferens visits { Pacdinus, 208 and 2763, see below wath
n, 211, Nor was Albina horn m Nola, as PLRE 1: Albina 2 mistakenly concludes
from v. 838,
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Rome’s liberation, "™ Valerius Pinianus and the younger Melania rook up
his offer. In their entourage they brought their entire family, as well as
other proceres who are not named:'® the clarissima femina Albina, the
elder Melania’s daughtec-in-law, Avita, her niece with her husband Apro-
manus and their two children Funomia and Asterius. The younger pgen-
evation bore the same strange micture of ascetic aspirations and class
awareness, which was based on wealth while at the same time deaying
i."® The younger Melania and Pinianus each had an annual income of
some 1700 pounds of gold, a sum which poc them on a par with the
richest senators in the Empire, whose annual income could be about 4000
pounds of gold.'"" With the exception of Publicola, who compensated for
bis lack of religious conviction with generous gifts, all her relatives had
converted to ascetic Christianity no later than after their first visit, and
promised their children to the church.?” The old lady herself'”? had been
invelved in the conversion of the long-serving senator Turcius Apronianus,
while Paulinus himself had been responsible for that of the puer Valenius
Pinianus.'™ Albina, the younger Melania’s mother, had retired 1o Campania
after the dearh of her husband Publicola in 406, and joined the others

188. Radagaisus was execunted in the last week of August 406 (Addit, Frosp. Havn.
chran. s 405 Chronica minara 1, MGH A4 9:299)% for the correct date cf.
0. Secck, “Radapaisus,” RE 1AL (19143 31, See Pavlinus, carm. 21 on the candida
pax {v. i}, the Gorhs befare the gares of Rome [v. 10123, and the vicrory of the young
emperor over the tyrants (v, 20-24),

182, Her companions formed a choir conducted by Melania: <f, Pavlinus, carm.
2L.77-78: procernm numerosa cobars gf L . virgineac . . . sdcra turba catervde.

180, Paulinas {carme. 21.205) characterized the group as mascipia Christs, nobiles
terrde privs. See Trout, Rempnciation, 261, and Paafinus, 2079,

19, Postulated by BE. AL Clasrk, "Piety, Propaganda, and Polities m the Life of
Melania the Younger,” Stedig Patristica 18,2 {198%%: 170, Tor the details of rthe
forrune of Mclama the younger see Vita Melamae 1S (5C 50:156). On the largost
fortunes in fate antiquity, cf. Olympiodaras, Frg. 44, in Photus, Bkl 80 (PG
}03:2B83 72 sofidi are one pound of gold.

122, Pavshious, carer, 11.680-63: Nam guast fecundo sanetr Felicis in agro emgrsers
wopvi flores, due germuna Chesti, Turcrus ore o, Borente Severins gevo . . . .
Severljus wis a second cognomen of Valerius Pintanus, Astering was meant to
hecome a pricss fv. 313-17], Bonomiz & nun {(v. 166-68), Publicola, Bis operibus
locupletatus, was famous for his benefactions vo the bueniles (ep. 45.3)

193, Bl 21 1150 .. L wvetus est sesator curtae, Christn noves. Melania the elder
gave Apronianus and his son Asterius theiwr first religious instrociion (Palladius, Hist
Laws, 54; ed, Duter 2:146-47%

194, Thid., 21.312: Emner fife propirio mibi filies in grege priovus, CF 217 {aeva
munove a5 Aprocianus) and 308 {prer) on Puvanus’ youth., it was becsuse he
possessed estates in Campania {sce nn. 164, 1953 thac he felt drawn o Nola.
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there 'S The death of the head of the family may have been the reason for
their gathering in Mola on St. Feiixs day,

As a resulr seven aristocrats from the clder Melania’s famidy were
among the audience to which on the day of the feast in 407 Paulinus told
of his peregrinatio to Nola in a variety of hexameters, iambic trimeters,
and elegiac distichs.”® Only Melania berscif and Rufinus did not parrict:
pate in the feszival. ™7 A year earlier she had left for Sicily with Publicola’s
youngest grandchild in order vo retoen to the Holy Land, ™ and received
the news of the death in Africa.'”™ Rufinus staved with the monks at
Tarracina, not far from Noela, so that he could continue his studies in
peace.’® Only one of the family’s friends was missing: “Aemilins must
join us as the tenth, and then at last the mystical law will sound in us with
full complement,” was how the invitation to the bishop of nearby Bene-
ventum was put.?® Delmaire has suggested that he may have been related
to Paulinus.™?

195, In Paulinus, carm. 21,281 Albina the younger is mentioned ragether with
Therasia and Avita. Palladius {#fist. Laus. 61, ed, Butler 2:157) describes the fife of
Melanta the younger, Pinianus, and Albina &v dypoic, roté uiv Dwcedioe note 6t
Kepraviog. Moine, “Melaniana,” 52-64, argues convincingly for 405, or more likely
408, as the date of the death of Publicola; of. Courcelle, “Lacunes,” 275 (., and
Hammiond, “Last Ten Years,” 414, who argues for the year 407.

126, Pavlinus himself on the marctes i carm. 21.360-104.

197, MNeithee Rufinus nor Melania the elder were mentioned by Paulinus as guests
in carm 21 For a conteary view Goree, “Gascfrenndlichkein,” 83, who confused the
elder Melania with her miemegranddanghter.

198, Palladius, Historia Lavsiace 54 (ed. Ruter 2:147% Kat v Novndaxouha S
uisv tov vegrrepov Kotgrfiaoas fyoyey £21 tiy Disgdiay, lirespective of the disagree-
mients on the year of Publicola’s death, it is unammoissly assumed that Melania had
zlready lef lualy in the second half of 404, i.e., hefore the cefebrarions of 14 Jan. 407
Sec Moing, “Melaniana,” $2-64, and Hammond, “Last Ten Years,” 414

199, Augustine saw with bis own eves how she recetved the message: see Paulinus,
ep. 45.2: . illeon beatant matrem ¢t aviar Melaniun: flepisse varnalers obiture anc
filif sagiturnn luctis, o taman siceo @ matersis lacrass dolore vidishi

200. Rufinus, D henediciionibig patriar charsen 2. Prael, 20 (CCL 2002041 Dra
aitem Quastragesivmas diebns, i mianastaro Pineti pesitus, bave rescripsi ad 1e .. ..

2010, Paulinus, carne. 211.330: Aomdins vesnat decimus. Tene demque pleno
corcuret 1 nobis wiystica fex rumtero,

202, R, Defmaire, Les responsabies des firances impériales oun Bas-Fopure roman
{VeVie s). Findes prosopograplagues, Coll. Latomus 203 (Brussels: Laromus,
{989), 146, tHe suggests that perhaps a mistake was made when copying CFL 818328

(LS 3520, L. Aemidies Meropiss Flavianus instead of L. Agmilivs Metopius
Flaviars,
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The proup of aristocrats from the ciry of Rome with DPinianus and
Melania, who had been so worried by Radagaisus’ incursion in 40,1

settled down to a lengthy stay.®™ Panlinus welcomed them as sempiternos
hostes in his smonasterivm2

The fact thar Feliw’s house is also mine, since he grants me free rein with his
possessions, is arcested by my bold conduct, for in iy capacity as host [
have received my comrades ino this dwelling . . . . You are obliviaus of the
exalred roofs of your anctent houses, and rejecting ambition you can reside
more securely in the narrow compass of the tiny cells which have the
martyr close by.2%

New buildings were erected in the culr center 1o provide more comforr-
able accommodation for the families and their children.®® Paulinus hoped

that they woudn’t just be “long term guests,” but would settle perma-
nently in Noja 2%

It would seern that Melania’s relatives and the proceres in her retinue®
in fact stayed at least one year in Mola—from winter 406/407 to winter
407/408—some of them perhaps nearby in their viilas in Campania,t®

203, As fur as Cuuria. Their panic was further fueled by the news of the German
invasion of Gaul on New Year's eve 404,

204, The fact thar Paulinus {carm. 21.838) calls Albina the younger, Pinianus, and
Melania the younger farmidos Christi loguor istos . . . tuis modo finibus ortos, could
mean that they stayed for longer than just the feast in Janaary, see Trout,
Remunciation, 261 n. 45 with doubts, modified in Paulinus, 208 n. 62,

205, Paubinug, carss. 21.266-69: Hos ergo Feiix in suo sbie abdisos mandarte
Chirsto condidit tects surs mecamgue sumpsit sempiternos bospries, This was not just
a “dream,” as s suppesied hy Gocee, “Gastfrenndhichkes,” 83, for Melania the
younger in fact remained in Nola for almost a yeas

206. Ihid., 21.474=77 Nanr: guod Felris domus et mea 51t domus, ipso perstistiente
suif ficidas by juris habenas, bis etiom probai officiis awdacia nostra, bospite quod

socios in tecta recepimus ... 21.481-83: . | | oblitos veterurn praecelsa dumrorum
culnuna et angusing vicino martyre cellis futrus in parvo sprefo ambitione manenics,
207 1bid., 21.90-93: . . . Felwigue poiri denso simaol agmiing natis pigroribus,

subito st tons bobuagula cellis per fings crevisse suwos . o [sc. gandear].

208. This clears up the controversial poinc of whether the aristocrats intended w
settle peemanendiy at Nola {as Courcelle, “Locunes,” 268 £ or not {A. Rupgiero,
“Carme 21: Nata crocevia dello spicsee,” in At del Comvepno, XX X1 Cinguantenario
della warte di §. Paolino «f Nola (431-1981), Nola, 20-21 marzo 1982 [Rome;
FHerder, 1983, 188 {, and Trour, Rerunciation, 261 n. 45, Paulmus, 208 n, 62; 11 n.
86 with reference wo E. A, Clack, 75e Life of Melamu the Younger, Studies in Wonien
and Religion 14 {New York: Mellen, 1984], 1019

209 They could trace their aocestey back to the foundation of Rome: Apronanus
appears, for example, as Turciae gentis decns {Paukinus, carm. 21.210), Pintanugs from
thie f;zmliy of rhe Yalery as FRSco spaguine priduslnis e i priscipe urbe comsulis
promy genus {v, 218 £31

210, Lo, cie. in, 1954
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and only returned to Rome to wvisit Serena, just before Alaric set up his
headquarters at Emona in the diocese of fraly in the first months of 40827
Their presence must have enhanced Paulinus’ reputation to such an extent
thar his prometion to bishop one year later was a mere Formality,

During the winter of 407/8 Rufinus’ plans became more definite ~his
messenger Cerealis arrived in Nola for the feast of Felix iy 408 and
Paulinus repeated his invitation with the words: *When you journey back
to the East you will not to be so hardhearred as ro deparr without visiting
me," ¥ bue again without seceess. All thar remained in Nola were two
boolks for Paulinus. He received no reply to his letrer because in summer
408, just 2 few months after he had Anished the books, Rufinus joined
Pinianus on his ttavels (refigiosus coenus).™ The empry palace of the
family on the Caelius was never sold, and was burned down when Alaric
sacked Rome.”" In the face of the Gothic threar the group of urban
Roman aristocrats once again fled south, this time to their villas in Sicily
near Messina. Here, shorddy before he died in 410, Rufinus could see
Rhegium Iulii burning across the straits ' From there Melania's senaro-
rial relarives crossed ro North Africa and spent seven years with Aupust-
ine and Alypius near Tagaste. Here they owned estates which were larger
than the ciry itself, and buill rwo monasteries,"’ before they decided
ahour 417 1o move permanently to Palestine %

211, Contrary to the view of Do E. Trout {Paudinas, 119 . 86, 208 and 2263, |
suppose they didn’t visit Paulinus twice, in 407 and 408, On Alarie, see
. Licbeschuevy, Barbarians armd Bishops: Army, Church and State in the Age of
Arcadius and Chrysostorn (Oxford: Clarendon ress, 1920}, 66 | and [ Marthews,
Western Anistocracies ond Imperal Court an, 3644125 (Oxlord: Clarendon Press,
1975, reprinted 19903, 275,

212, Suggested by Hammond, “Last Ten Years," 420,

313, Paulinus, ep. 47.1: | | . guea remeaturus ad orentont mon feres wpisitate
npbis abire . . . §

214, Rubnus, Prologus i omelias Owigens super Nwmeros 13335 (CCL
2:ZRE: L amantissinues flius noster Phigrug, coies religiossrn coclion pro amorg
pudreitiae profrgum gomitarneg ., Rubnus ended his work dunag Lenr {ie bage
March) 408, of. Hammond, "Last Ten Years,” 419 f,

115, Vita Melaniae 14 (SC 91156} See B A, Clark, “Piety, Propaganda, and
Pohigics,” 171 and 180 wirh addiniona! Iteratare.

216. Rufinus, Frologus i om, Orig, super Wumeros 19-13 (CCL 20283, [n
conspecti eteaim, it videbas eigint wse, nusivo barbarus, gui Regow oppedi miscebal
imcendia, angustissime a nobns freto, quod lakiae sobm Sicafo diveariy, arcelnitur

2170 Ve Melamae 22, led. Gorge, S5 90:173): "Exunoav & vai poverotipux
peydde Bbo Exdlor, supoopdvrsg olnoly eapxn rpdoobov. See Clark, “TVicty,
Proganda, and Polines,™ 167 and 175,

218, On these stay in Afnes, see Augustine, enp. 124-24 (CSFL 44:1-18). CF Vira
Melanae 34 £ (ST 90:191): Rovaavrs; 88 év «f Appikd Fm el xad anoliipecs
wévix thy gopTov Tl nAebrow, Yotpov £l w Tepondlupa Hmmoay.
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The network of personal and social relationships which Paulinus and
the representatives of the educated Christian society in North Africa huile
up on the basis of their renowned hospitaliy with the blue-blooded
anstocrats was widespread, and connections reached as far as the leading
figures at the tmperis! court, A question put by Paulinus to Augusting
shows that apart from the family of his relative Melania, other prominent
members of the senatorial class also resided in the menastery a1 Felix's
grave. The death of a young man in a wing of the sanctuary,)’? and his
mother's worries, confronted Paulinus for the second rime in his Life with
the theological problems of a depositio ad sarctos. Flora, a widow, in-
sisted that Paulinus bury her son Cynegius in a funcrary chapel next to the
saint’s grave ™ Paulinus wrote her a letter of condolence and acceded 1o
her wishes, ™! though not before he gave Flora’s messenger a letter for
Augustine in which he asked for his advice.® Augustine gave his ap-
proval,” and answered the inquiry in 421 in a work On Taking Care of
the Dead,”™ and Pavlinus wrotc an epitaph for the young man.?

J. Murthews suggests that Flora, to whom Augustine respectfully refers
as filia nostra refigiosissima, was nooe other than the young nicce of the
proconsul Aemilius Florus Paternus, who had proved his loyalty to Theo-

219. For the place of death see the phrase defumcto i eis partibus [sc. apted sancti
alicuing mamoriam] filio sue wm Augustine, De cura pro mormis gereada 1.1 {BA
1.2:462).

220. Augustine, Cor. pmart. 11 (DA 1.2:462)% . . miby scrqpsisti per homines filiae
noastrae religiosissrmpe Florae, quaerens o vip niruss prosit cuigue frost mortem guod
coipus exus apud sanctt aliciins Memoriam sepelitier, On the funerary monuments for
the clergy and theic friends, religrost and familiares, sec Paulinus, gy 3332

221, Augustine, Cur. more, 1.1 {BA 1.0:462): . .. reserifrseras consolans eam idgue
#i [sc. Flovae] nwuntians de cadavere fidelis mwenrs Cwnegtt, gupd materna et pio
affectis destderavit esse complenon ut scilicet v beatissimi Falics confessoris basilica
pousreiar

222, Thid.: Char peeasione factune est ue por ensdesss perlatores Keterarnns tuarn
eliopt wmthi scriberes, ingerens bowscentads qudestionan digue, ut responderesn guid
e nuhi widerptier, exposcens neg tacens ipse quid sendias,

223 Cur more. 18,22 {Bﬁ ! ,ZZ.SZO)t Qf!!”){; verc quisqrm ﬂf};fcf sEEOTLAS ATy
sepelitur, bog tantum puby widetur prodesse defuncto wt comumendans enm etions
mugrtyrueme patrocirno affcetns pro o supplicatsgnids augeaty,

224, Thid., 18.23 [(BA L2:5320): Habes ad ea quae @ me putasti esse queaerenda,
qualem potui reddere, responsionem wigame .. . See the dedication of the work to
Paulinus, ibid., L1 (p. 4625

225, 1LCV 3482=CIL L1370, The tscrmnion was copied in the seventecnih
century, and had already been lost in Mommsens Bfetime, It was not included in W,
von Harrel's editson, but 15 ta be found in Walsh, Posmes, 345, as an appendix armong
Paulinus® Canming. Sec Cpuecelle, “Lacunes,” 289 n. 3, Matthews, Western Aristoc
racies, 1445 anrd Trout, Pawdoares, 244 n. 27980,
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dosius in the conflict with the usurper Gildo 2 Significantly, the bishop of
Beneventum, who was a friend of Paulinus, was also catled Acemilivs. Like
Paternus he was a member of the large family of the Aemilii, and was
probably related to hin . As comes sacrarams largitiomu ac the court of
Milan, in the winter of 396/7 Aemilius Paternns had orpanized the mar-
riage of his son with his niece, in spite of the birter oppositon of bishop
Ambrose 2 Through the praetorian prefect Materaus Cynegins his fam-
ily was related to the imperial house, and the young man wheo died at
Nola was named Cynegius after him, and may have been the result of the
Hlegal union. 2 Just as with the frequent stays of rhe relatives and proceres
who accompanied the two Melaniae, so too the presence of Flora, her son
and her servants in Nola, where they scem o have lived, ™™ was an
indication of the atwractuen of asceric ideals for the senatorial aristocracy
and the Theodosian imperial house.

§. THE RISE TO PROMINENCE

Paulinus’ correspondence with distant regions led to a cooperation be-
tween leading mentbers of the community of educated Christians span-
ning the entire western Meditercanean. Afeer initial setbacks Nola was
soon transformed from a rural sanctuary to a pilgrim center of the great-
est importance, like Bethlchem, and became a “pivot in the religious and
intellectual refavions of Christendom. "' With his hospitality, his public
readings in honor of his saint, and the completion of his building pro-
gram, Paulinus had created a new cultural and ascetic center i the midst

226, Matthews, Westeraz Arsstocracies, 144 and 245, On Flora, loc. o {n. 220).

227, Delmaire, Responsables des finances imperiales, 145, cf. above.

228, According to Ambrose both divine (fex diving’ and wnperial law forbade
anion between first cousins: of. ep. B.58.8 (CSEL 82.2:716) w Pawernus: saligm
iaperatorant praccepta, a grobus awplissimuns aecepisti bonoreest, bandguagnam
practerire 1¢ debuernat. Namt Theodosius imperator etiam patrucles frarves et
cousnbrinos petult oy se conmgis convenire moming, of Seuerissimam fosam
statiit . . . 0 On his office at coner, see Mavthews, Westorss Aristocracies, 259,
Delmaive, Responsables des finances unpérales, 145, doubes whether the marrage
acuually ook place.

129, Matthews, Western Aristocracres, 143 £

230. More Tikely than in Africa, alihough not abaolutely certain. See Marthews,
Western Aristocracies, 144 with n. 3, different from Buse, Pawlin, 2:2464; Y. Diuval,
“Flora étair-elle africaine? {Augusting e curn gerenda pro smoriees, 1.1, REAuwg
34 [J988): 70-77 and Trout, Paulinus, 244.

231 MY Duval, "Les promiers rappores de Paulin de Nale avec IFrame: Moine
er philosophe? Pobte ou exégite?™ Studi tardoagrnticts 7 (1989): 216,
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of Iraly’s religious scenery. It attracted visitors from all social classes, and
could offer them comfortable accommodation in a purpose-built guest
house: a chronological list of the guests shows us, apart from some
laymen of ditferent standing, 2-4 delegations of bishops and 3 compantes
of monks, the senatorial clan of Mclania, twice {7-8 members with their
entourage}, in addition to more than 33 monks and holders of holy office.

Famous guests, whose visits grew more {requent after the much cel-
ebrated arrival of the eldor Melania, ensured that thanks ro its “modern”
architecture and s particularly holy atmosphere, the ascetic center grew
to become a fashionable refuge for the Western Chustian aristocracy.
Paulinus recorded the occasions of their adventus in his fetters and his
Nataficia. Only on the subject of Augustine’s embassies did the foremost
spokesman of the ascetic movement in the West remain stubbornly silent.
For reasons of secrecy he did not mention them in his letters, which were
publicly accessible. Nevertheless he enjoyed the personal friendship of the
hishops in the African provinces, and conducted church business with
them, as we know from other sources.

These mutual influences involved MNola in interpal Church conflicts,
and added to its political imporrance, At the same dme, the cver-changing
stream of visirors repeatedly transformed the composition of the monas-
tic community. It became a stopover for episcopal embassies, asylum for
aristocrats from Rome, pilgrim center for central and southern taly, ora
forum for the exchange of new ascetic ideas. With the removal of the
imperial court to Ravenna, the monastery at Felix’s grave ook over
Milam’s role, and for a short time it had a leading part to play in the
religions polities of Tonoriug, in the background away from Rome.
Paulinus reached the pinnacle of his career and reputation in the spriug of
419, when the empress Galla Placidia waneed ro appoint him 1o supervise
the ourcome of a papal clection.®™ In a letrer which she wrole o accom-
pany an invitation from the emperor Honorius which has not survived,
she asked him o chair the synod of Spoletivm on 13 June, which was ro
decide who should succeed Pope Zosimus. ™ The first synod, for which

232 Awellana colfecun 25 1CSEL 35.1:71-72), transtation and rommentary m
Mratschek, Brigfivechsel, Anhang 1V und $12-17 (“Placidias Brief”}). Tor further
detasls, see H. Chantrane, “Tas Schisma 418119 und das Eingreifen der kaiserlchen
Gewalt in die romssche Bizehofswahl,™ ia P Knelssi and V. Losemann, eds., Alte
Geschichee und Wissensehaftsgesehichle, Fesischrfr K, Christ {Darmsiado
Wissenschafiche Buchgesellschalr, 1988): 7994, and Trow, Pauhinus, 254-58.

233 ks peverally assumed thot Galla Placdia’s letter was written on 20 March
419, see O. Guntber in his edinon, O. Secck, Regesten der Kaiser wnd Pipste fiir die
Jakre 311 bis 476 n.Chr. [Stuttgart: Merzlersche Verlagshucbhandlung, 1919), 340,
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Honorius had summoned the factions of Eulalins and Borface to the
court of Ravenna on 8 Fehruary, had failed, due to the stubboenness of
the two groups and the small rumber of bishops present.®* Thanks vo his
integrity and his moderate views, Paulinus was now accepted hy all of the
most important groups,?’ the imperial court and the urban Roman ars-
tocracy, as well as—ar least since his ordination as bishop—rthe cletgy of
Italy and of the provincial churches.

Placidia’s letter shows that the imperial court now saw Paulinus as a
negoriating partner and regarded him as the most important bishop afrer
the Pope. Many scholars helieve thar Galla Placidia had made his ac
guaintance during her period in captivity, when the Goths captured Nola
in 410, and that she had previously corresponded wich him, as she did
with other bishops.? But significantly, the new Pope was actually chosen
without the help of Paulinus and the hishops. Since the composition of the
synod would have heen unfavorable 1o Eulalius, be entered Rome against
the exphicit arders of the emperor before Laster, and the emperor decided
to appoint his rival 27 Most probably alter Placidia’s letter, which was full
of open propaganda for Boniface, nobody expected any other decision,
not even from Paulinus, a sign of how much faith the imperiaf court had
it i,

Stgrid H. Mratschek js Senior Lecturer of Ancient History at the
Jobann Wolfgang Geethe-Universicat of Frankfurt/Main

and E. Jerg, Vir weneraluirs, Untersuchungen zur Titwlatwr der Bischdfe in den
aufierkirchlichen Texten dev Spdtantike als Beirag zur Dextung ibrer dffentiichen
Steflung, Wiener Beuriige zur Theologie 26 (Vienaa: Herder, 1370, 340, However, a
date berween 15 and 20 March is more correct, ¢f. Chantraine, Schisma, 21,

234, Honocius' edice of 15 March, Avefl. 24.2 {CSEL 35.3:70) ltaque c#m 4
cognitione de eptscapis, qut i sabe [fuerant, constiiui, seb dudicio sacerdotium
inteuttonis haereret ambigiorn nee . . . fias certantibas studns posser mmponi ..,
wins futteram cogritionem ad integrum sacerdoiins wmero plevore concilinns o
nepotinen cosstituirtes diffevendam . .

235, Awefl, 25.% (CSEL 35.1:71) Fi per absentiant sanct: viei e, Pawdin], now
gudddern optentura, intgrion tamen vitte gratufantny . On Paulings as 2 same
(heatiseedn taa) and an example of a beata vite, 252 {p. 721 O wvere digna crusa,
AR HON S EOrpnae e freato vita diia}:ga!. Ddatum Hdi e Hr e FETRITE RIS,
ui diviva progcefta ox uenerationis tuoe ore Provuaniur, qii oo secibies onpleste.

1ie. YAl Siragi}? Cally Placudic ¢ ia Erfzsfsﬁrmazss}rm gmimm dell’ pcordente
(Louvaire BibBorhigue de Clnvensitd, 19611, 229, and 5. L Oost, Gafls Placidia
Augusta: A Biographeeal Essay {Chicagn: The Umiversity of Chizago Press, 19638),
153%.

237, Honorius™ resoript 1o thy Prefect of the City Symmachus of 26 Maech [Avedl,
314 CSEL 33.1:77) ordered hum on the pan of death {ssfus) and luss of office
{status] to ban Bolslius from Rome; see Chantraing, Schisma, 89 1
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CHRONGLOGICAL LIST OF VISITORS AND GUESTS
AT THE MONASTERY IN NOLA

From early 395

Summer 395 or 396

Swmmer 396

Avrumn 336
397

Avtuma 397
3978
Summer 398
Afrer 198

Summer 39%
Early in 400

About 14 Jan. 400

About 400
Afrer 11 Maov. 401
i4 Jan. 403

Winrer 4014
Autumn 4047

Winter 4045 andlor
March 4038

Repeated invitations o Sulpicius Severus to a
peregrinatio pro Christo to Nola

Campanian bishops pay their respects
Mornks from Primuliacum arrive ar Nola

Romanianus arrives with Augustine’s letter 27 and the
fiest revised versions of Augustine’s works

Proforus, a converted Jew, and Restitutus, a practicing
Christian, join the community of monks

Augusting sends Vestinus to Nola for judgement

An anonymous ambassador from Angusrine breaks
his journey to the ltalian bishops and to Mascezel 1o
visit .

Severus of Milevis meers P

Paschasius, the deacon of Victricius of Rouen, and his
companion Ursus accepr P’s invieation

Anuchivs, one of Delphinus’ deacons, takes up Ps
nvitation to come t¢ Nala

The Manichean Secundinus stays in the Lbrary at

Nola?
Sorianus, one of Sulpicius Severus’ monks, visits B

Visit of Melania rhe elder and her family {i.e. her son,
Publicola, with Albina, Melania the younger, and
Valerius Pimanus) and entourage. Reciral of Sulpicius
Severus’ Life of Martin

Nicetas of Remesiana visits Nola on his way back o
Dacia from Rome. Recital of the Life of Martin and
Propemptikon

Theridius and Posthumianus join Ps monastic
comunignity

Victog, a follower of Martin of Tours and of Sulpicius
Severus, and Martinianes, servane of the wealthy Gaul
Cytherius, do the same

Miceras' 2nd visit, Tour of the new basilica
Unsuccessful invitation o Victricius of Rouen

The wraveller Postumianus arrives with the Diglopues
of Sulpicius Severus

On their way 1o Honorius st Rome the ambassadors
of the general synod of Carthage, the bishops
Theasius and Evodius, meet with P. ar Nola
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Before March 403

405716

Winter 406/7
14 Jan. 407

14 fan. 407
winter 40778

14-15 May 408

Suminer 408

Autumn 408
Winter 40879
Early 409

Summer 411

Alter March 417

Before 421

4207

24 June 431

Paulinus, a presbyter of Augustine, joing the commu-
nity of monks at Nola

Arrival of the presbyter Boniface and the monk Spes
sent to the tomb of Felix at Nola by Augustine in
order to ascertain the teuth through “God’s
judgement”

Unsuccessful invitation to Rufinus of Aquileia

Cerealis, a pupil of Rufinus, 1akes part in the feast of
5t Felix

Longer stay of the younger Melania, together wich her
maorther Albina and her husband Pinianus, Avita,
Turcius Apronianus and their children, called Asterivs
and Eunomia. Invitation 10 Aemilius of Beneventum

The deacon Quintus collects correspondence for
Augustine

A delegation of Alrican clergy led by Possidius of
Calama in Nola; they travel on to Capua and
Havenna

Fortunatianus {from Sicca or Neapolis in Africa?} at
the imperial court (having fiest visited Nola?)

The presbyter af Severus of Milevis travels to the mag.
off, Olympius (via Nola?)

Embassy of the bishops Restiturus and Floremtius to
Ravenna (via Nela?

Valgius from Sardinia (and the shipowner
Secundinianus?) receive a lecter of recommendation
from P. for the vicar of Iraliz suburbicaria

fanuarius, articus commanis of Augustine and
Alypius, comes to ralk to P. about the “rehabilitation
of Pelagius™

Flora, probably the widow of Aemilius Florus
Parernus’ son, settles ax Nola with her sen Cynegius?
Eucherius sends monks from Lerum to Nola, Qne
vear later Honoratus send rhe monks Augendus,
Gelasius und Tigrids from Lerinum to Mola

Hig fellow bishops Symimachus of Capua and
Acindynus visie P who is mortally il



